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To Know God's Will 
By Angelina Wood Meredith 


Psalm 27:11; John 7:17 


HY way, O Lord, Thy way; 
That’s all I want in life— 
Thy way, O Lord, Thy way; 
"Twill end the bitter strife 
That seethes within my bosom, 
’ That fills me with despair; 
I want to know and do it; 
This only is my care. 


One moment, child, one moment; 
Just that much at a time; 

O trust Me, child, just trust Me; 
This knowledge shail be thine. 

I cannot show the way ahead; 

"Twould take away the joy 

Of glad adventure and of faith; 

But he who wills to do 

Shall surely know the way to go. 


Mr. Henry’s Baptismal Covenant 


When Moses reviewed God’s laws 
for Israel, he was careful to command 
them to teach their.children. “And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children,” said he, “and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, and 





when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up” (Deut. 6:7). Philip Henry 
took this seriously to heart. His son, 
Matthew, wrote of him: “He did much 
towards the instruction of his children 
in the way of familiar discourse, accord- 
ing to that excellent directory for reli- 
gious education, Deuteronomy 6:7, ‘Thou 
shalt whet these things [so the word is, 
which, he said, noted frequent repetition 
of the same things) upon thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy house,’ etc., which made them 
love home, and delight in his company, 
and greatly endeared religion to them. 

. He taught all his children to write 
himself, and set them betimes to write 
sermons, and other things that might be 
of use to them. He taught his eldest 
daughter the Hebrew tongue when she 
was about six or seven years old, by an 
English Hebrew Grammar, which he 
made on purpose for her; and she went 
so far in it, as to be able readily to read 
and construe a Hebrew Psalm.” On 
April 26, 1660, he married Katherine 
Matthews, a godly woman who was al- 
ways a true “help meet for him.” “By 
her God gave him six children,” says 
Matthew Henry, “all born within less 
than eight years; the two eldest,—sons, 
John and Matthew; the other four,— 


daughters, Sarah, Katharine, Eleanor, 
and Ann. His eldest son John died of 
the measles in the sixth year of his age; 
and the rest were in mercy continued to 
him.” Philip Henry “drew up a short 
form of the baptismal covenant for the 
use of his children. It was this: ‘I take 
God the Father to be my chiefest good, 
and highest end. I take God the Son to 
be my Prince and Saviour. I take God 
the Holy Ghost to be my Sanctifier, 
Teacher, Guide, and Comforter. I take 
the word of God to be my rule in all my 
actions. And the people of God to be my 
people in all conditions. I do likewise 
devote and dedicate unto the Lord, my 
whole self, all I am, all I have, and all 
I can do. And this I do deliberately, 
sincerely, freely, and forever.’” In the 
old book from which these quotations 
are taken there is a touching document, 
a lithographed facsimile of five copies of 
this covenant, dated October 20, 1686, in 
the handwriting of and signed by Mat- 
thew, Sarah, Katherine, Eleanor, and 
Ann. “This he taught his children; and 
they each of them solemnly repeated it 
every Lord’s Day in the evening, after 
they were catechised, he putting his 
Amen to it, and sometimes adding,—‘So 
say, and so do, and you are made for 
ever.’” 


The Eyes of the Lord 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


“the eyes of the Lord,” and much 

more than the reader of the Eng- 
lish Bible would’ know. For besides the 
very frequent occurrence of the words, 
“the eyes of the Lord,” the English Bible 
speaks of things “in the sight of the 
Lord.” It says over and over again that 
a person did that which was “right in 
the sight of the Lord,” that which was 
“evil in the sight of the Lord.” Now the 


T= Bible says very much about 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“With God all things are pos- 
sible” (Matt. 19:26b). 

















Hebrew expression is, in almost every in- 
stance, that the person did right or evil 
“in the eyes of the Lord.” More than 100 
times where it reads “in the sight of the 
Lord” in -English, it is in the Hebrew, 
“in the eyes of the Lord.” That shows 
how important this topic is. What the 
Bible says about “the eyes of the Lord” 
is for our comfort and warning. 

1. “The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place” (Prov. 15:3). The eyes of the Lord 
are dmnipresent eyes: they are in all 
places at once. You cannot hide from 
those all-seeing, everywhere-present eyes. 
“Can any Hide himself in secret places 


that I shall not see him?” (Jer. 23:24.) 
A child, about to do a wrong deed, saw 
the text on the wall, “Thou God seest 
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me” (Gen. 16:13). She turned the text 
over, but she did not thereby turn away 
the eyes of God! How true it is that 
“God is all eye” (Matthew Henry). 

2. “The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good” 
(Prov, 15:3). They are all-knowing eyes. 
Since God sees everything and everyone, 
His eyes are omniscient eyes. “Even the 
darkness hideth not from thee [Him], 
but the night shineth as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee [Him]” (Psa. 139:12, AS.V.). He 
always sees you, and always knows what 
you are doing! 

“When you think, when you speak, when you 

read, when you write; 

When you sing, when you walk, when you seek 

for delight,— 

To be kept from all evil at home and abroad, 

Live always as under the ‘eye of the Lord.’” 
God’s “eyes are upon the ways of man, 
and he seeth all his goings” (Job 34:21). 

3. “He withdraweth not his eyes from 
the righteous: But with kings upon the 
throne He setteth them for ever, and they 
are exalted” (Job 36:7, A.S.V.). The eyes 
of the Lord are protecting eyes. “He takes 
a particular care for the protection of 
His good subjects. He not only looks on 
them, but He never looks off them” (Mat- 
thew Henry, in loco). When Laban would 
have done harm to Jacob, the eyes of 
God were upon Jacob, protecting him. 
God said to him, “I have seen all that, 
Laban doeth unto thee”; so that Jacob 
could say to Laban, “God hath seen 
mine affliction and the labour of my 
hands, and rebuked thee yesternight” 
(Gen. 31:12, 42). In the days of the re- 
turn of the Jews to their land under 
their prince, Zerubbabel, God protected 
them against their enemies when re- 
building the temple; for we read that 
“the eye of their God was upon the 
elders of the Jews, that they could not 
cause them to cease” from their labors 
(Ezra 5:5). How the kings and rulers of 
the world are watched over and guarded 
and protected! Well, child of God, so are 
you! “The eyes of Jehovah preserve him 
that hath knowledge” (Prov. 22:12, 
AS.V.). 

Beneath His watchful eye 
His saints securely dwell; 
That hand which bears all nature up 
Shall guard His children well. 
Philip Doddridge 

4. “The eyes of Jehovah are toward the 
righteous, And his ears ane open unto their 
cry” (Psa, 34:15, A.S.V.). The Hebrew is 
very expressive here, and leads me to 
say that the eyes of the Lord are answer- 
ing eyes. We all know how an answer 
can be given by the expression of the 
eyes. So the Bible says that the eyes of 
the Lord have an answering expression 
toward the righteous. It indicates the 
expression of pleasure and satisfaction 
and the “eyes” of approval. Oh, for grace, 
that we may so live as always to have 
the “eyes of the Lord . . . toward” us! 
Lovingly toward us! 

A similar meaning is given in Psalm 
33:18: “Behold, the eye of the Lord is 
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upon [Heb. toward, unto] them that fear 
him.” The thought here seems to be the 
additional one that the eyes of the Lord 
are pleasing eyes; that they rest with 
pleasure upon those who are upright 
before Him. How those eyes rested with 
pleasure upon the only Begotten Son, 
when the Spirit, as a dove, came and re- 
mained upon Him, and the Father said: 
“Thou ‘art my beloved Son, in thee I am 
well pleased”! (Mark 1:11, A.S.V.) 

5. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them whose 
heart is perfect toward: him” (2 Chron. 
16:9). The eyes of the Lord are inquir- 
ing eyes. These words of “Hanani the 
seer” are among the most wonderful of 
Scripture. The Lord is pictured as look- 
ing throughout the whole earth for souls 
abandoned entirely to Him and to His 
interests. The Hebrew tense suggests that 
He is doing this in every age; that He 
has done it in past history, and that He 
is doing it now. It is the Bible way of 
telling us of the intense eagerness and 
of the deep earnestness of God to find 
and stand with those who are altogether 
right with Him. Your station in life 
makes no difference to Him: it is your 
state of soul with Him that does. The 
well-known words of Henry Varley aré 
recorded by W. R. Moody in his biog- 
raphy of D. L. Moody, and the decision 
Moody then made: “It was at this time 
that Mr. Moody heard the words which 
marked the beginning of a new era in 
his life: ‘The world has yet to see what 
God will do with and for and through and 
in and by a man who is fully and wholly 
consecrated to Him.’ 

“He said ‘a man,’ thought Moody; he 
did not say a great man, nor a learned 
man, nor a rich man, nor a wise man, 
nor an eloquent man, nor a smart man, 
but simply ‘a man.’ I am a man, and 
it lies with the man himself whether 
he will or will not make that entire and 
full consecration. f will try my utmost 
to be that man.” And he was! Have we 
not some in our generation, too, in whom 
2 Chronicles 16;9 is being fulfilled? 

6. “His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the 
children of men” (Psa. 11:4). The eyes of 
the Lord are judging eyes. We know what 
it is to meet with approving eyes and 
disapproving eyes, according to the judg- 
ment of the one who looks deeply into 
us. So we may have God’s approving or 
disapproving eyes upon us. The word 
“try” in the text given means in the 
Hebrew “to investigate,” “to examine,” 
“to prove,” “to test.” The eyes of the 
Lord are therefore judging eyes. Are His 
approving eyes or disapproving eyes upon 
you, upon me? Are our doings meriting 
their approval or disapproval? 7 


“Whatever the pastime in which you engage, 
For the cheering of youth, or the solace of age, 
Turn away from each pleasure you'd shrink 
from pursuing, 
Were God to look down and say, ‘What are 
you doing?’ ”’ 


7. “These things saith the Son of God, 
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who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire.” 
“And his cyes were as a flame of fire.” 
“Hlis eyes were as a flame of fire” (Rev. 
2:18; 1:14; 19:12). The eyes of the Lord 
are penetrating eycs, scarching eyes, pierc- 
ing eyes. Three times in the Book of 
Revelation they are said to be “as a 
flame of fire.” It means that they are as 
X-ray eyes. You may avoid having an 
X ray taken of your chest; you cannot 
avoid having an X ray of your inner 
heart, your real\spiritual being. His pene- 
trating eyes pierce “even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow,” and are “a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Neither is there any creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are 
naked and opened unto tht eyes of him 
with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:12, 13). 
Those eyes are on you always, searching 
you through and through, and knowing 
you thoroughly. Would you wince if you 
were really conscious of that? 

An artist drew an eye on a blackboard 
before a class of children. It was so 
penetrating that the children requested 
that it be erased. They could not stand 
it; it seemed to look right straight at 
and into each child in the room. Is He 
not the King meant in Proverbs 20:8? 
“A king that sitteth in the throne of 
judgment scattereth away all evil with 
his eyes.” The margin (A.S.V.) says He 
“winnoweth away all evil with his eyes.” 

Oh, those “eyes as a flame of fire” that 
we shall all meet one day! Shall we not 
meet them now, and say, in the words 
given to us by the Holy Spirit, “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart [cause 
me to know it]: try me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 
way [way of pain] in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139:23, 24). 


we 


Notes on Open Letters 


“Lobbying” Among Deacons 


I have been a reader of your fine 
publication for several years, and re- 
joice in the good articles written and 
printed for the ones who will read. 
They have benefited me greatly and 
helped to build up my faith and trust 
in the one who gave Himself for me. 

I have a question to submit. Is it 
Scriptural or permissible for a pastor 
to take one or more deacons into his 
confidence and direct or advise how 
these deacons are to vote or decide 
certain problems of the church, and by 
so doing put across the pastor’s plans 
for the business discussed? Contrary, 
of course, to the other voices of dea- 
cons. 

Recognizing the fact this may put 
you in a tight spot, please answer the 
best you can.—An Ohio reader, 
“Lobbying, in the United States, is the 

practice of nonmembers of influencing 
members of legislative bodies either for 
or against proposed legislation.” While 
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Teaching Children To Sing 


Practical helps for leaders in the music 


of the Sunday school and church 


od | REALLY like to sing!” said 
Johnny enthusiastically to his 
mother on his return home from 
Junior Choir rehearsal. The music direc- 
tor had encouraged Johnny to enjoy 
singing and, with the enjoyment, came 
the realization that it was lots of fun to 
sing. Under the right leadership children 
get a genuine thrill of pleasure from 
group singing. 

There are many reasons why we like 
to sing, but the following three are basic 
to our human nature. (1) Singing helps 
satisfy our emotional, social, and spiri- 
tual needs. We are creatures of emotion; 
and of all emotional outlets, music, and 
in particular, singing, can be counted one 
of the most constructive. (2) Group sing- 
ing produces an atmosphere of fellow- 
ship, levels barriers, induces a common 
mood, and gives to all those participating 
a sense of sharing in a wholesome and 
satisfying experience. (3) Group singing 
provides an indispensable avenue for 
expression of worship. Through hymns 
we lift our hearts unitedly in praise to 
God, confess our sin and insufficiency, 
lay hold upon His mercy and love, and 
pledge our love and service to Him. 


Exacting Requirements 

Under right leadership singing can be 
a genuine thrill. This makes the leader 
of utmost importance in getting children 
to sing. A fair singing voice and a sense 
of rhythm are not the only qualifications 
needed for song leadership. While it is 
true that the art of song leading is not 
highly technical, nevertheless it calls for 
a definite technique of manual and vocal 
expression, and it lays many exacting 
requirements upon the song leader re- 
garding his personality and the rela- 
tionship which he must establish and 
maintain with his group. 

The leader should be liked as a person 
by the people he is trying to help. Per- 
sonal attraction is a great asset to any 
leader and personal appearance has 
much to do with this. The leader need 
not be handsome, but he should be well 
groomed. Remember, too, the main pur- 
pose in leading a group in singing is to 
guide them in worship and to help them 
attain emotional, social, and spiritual 
satisfaction, and not to attract attention 
or bring glory to the leader. 

Of course, the leader should use good 
judgment and tact. Among all the neces- 


sary attributes of a good leader, even ' 


above abilities as a musician, above per- 
sonal appearance, is tact. One thought- 
less, tactless word or action on the part 
of the leader may easily ruin what he is 
trying to do. One of the most important 
things the leader can do is to accept the 


Who has not observed the scared 
and weak, and sometimes reluctant, 
efforts of some groups of children or 
young people who have stood up to 
sing in church or Sunday school, and 
wished for them a leadership and 
training that would put into their 
singing a freedom and joy that would 
make their service a real act of wor- 
ship and praise? Here are some 
tested methods for training, securing 
co-operation, and getting results in 
this important field. Mr. Shepherd 
is Director of Music in the Bible 
Presbyterian Church of Collings- 
wood, N. J., where he directs five 
choirs, from little tots to adults. He 
also is in charge of music at the 
Christian Day School of Camden 
County, Haddon Heights, N. J., and 
teaches a class there. 








blame himself for any mistakes that may 
be made. Should the accompanist make 
a mistake, he should not glare and dis- 
tract the children’s attention. Rather, 
he should accept the blame himself 
whenever possible. This will create a 
spirit of loyalty among the group. 

To help hold the attention of the 
group, each person should be made to 
feel important and necessary. The leader 
should shift his look and attention from 
time to time so that everyone will get 
the impression that he is receiving per- 
sonal attention. 

A versatile accompanist is necessary to 
encourage children in singing. The ac- 
companist who is entirely sympathetic 
and responsive to the ideas of the direc- 
tor is a joy and a delight. The accom- 
panist, on the other hand, who has his 
own idea of the tempo and rhythm is a 
severe and irritating handicap. Even 
though the director may be all wrong 
in his ideas, it is the duty of the accom- 
panist to follow his direction. 

It is extremely important for a good 
leader to understand the proper tempo 
for the songs. Almost any Gospel song, 
or even a great worship hymn, can lose 
its effectiveness if sung too fast or too 
slow. There is a happy medium, at which 
most people will get the message of the 
song. 

So far, attention has been directed to 
the technique of leading; now let us 
consider some suggestions to help arouse 
interest. Great teachers and preachers of 
all the ages have used stories to impress 
upon the minds of their listeners the 
vital points that they desired to be re- 
membered. A good story is often a life 
saver, especially when the group does not 
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respond too well to a selection to be 
learned. A story should be introduced 
only when it,fits in perfectly and illus- 
trates some’ special point to be empha- 
sized. _ 

Important, ‘also, is the proper selection 
of the material to be sung. In any dis- 
cussion of this character, a definition of 
the subject is essential. What is your 
definition of a hymn and a Gospel song? 
What is the relation? What is the dif- 
ference? One of the best definitions is 
that of Mr. John Greenfield, theMora- 
vian evangelist. “The hymn is addressed 
to God. The Gospel song is addressed to 
the people. The hymn is for praise, wor- 
ship, adoration, supplication, and prayer. 
The Gospel song, directed to the people, 
is to warn them of the consequences of 
sin, give the testimony of liberty, peace, 
and joy found in Christ.” With this defi- 
nition clearly in mind, it,can readily be 
seen why both the great hymns of the 
church and the Gospel songs are needed 
in’ their appropriate places. A general 
recommendation would be to use hymns 
in services of worship and Gospel songs 
in the informal services of the Sunday 
school, young people’s meetings, and 
practically all other services of the 
church. 

In working with children (preschool to 
teen-age), games and contests serve very 
well to keep the interest alive. For ex- 
ample, one particularly effective game 
for small children is “Simon Says.” A 
note is played on the piano and the di- 
rector says, “Simon says to point to this 
note.” If it is a high note, the children 
point way up; if it is a low note, they 
bend way over, and the like. It is a sim- 
ple game, and easy to play, but the chil- 
dren will enjoy it, and the results will 
be rewarding. 


Rewards for Winners 


Children like competition and will do 
their best to be one of the winners of 
a contest. Make the rewards for the win- 
ners interesting and worth while—out- 
door hikes or picnics, parties, or, in the 
case of older young people, week-end 
trips to historical places. Groups of chil- 
dren will enjoy hearing other children 
sing. If possible, take them to hear a 
professional children’s choir, or let them 
listen to some good recordings. Your own 
imagination is your best asset in this 
field of games and contests, so you de- 
cide what would be most appropriate for 
your group. 

What are the musical aims of each age 
level you may be called upon to help? Pre- 
school children must learn to carry a 
tune well, what musicians call “finding 
their voices.” In former ‘times, nearly 
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every child did this at his mother’s knee. 
She would sing hymns and nursery 
rhymes and encourage the child to 
match her. tones, singing phrase by 
phrase. All too few mothers do this to- 
day, and it is usually the task of the 
music director to start this early music 
training. The preschool 
never be permitted to shout his songs, 
but rather should be encouraged to have 
a pure, sweet tone. 

Grade school children should be taught 
to read a melody line of music in the 
earlier grades and later they should 
learn to harmonize. At this level it is 
good procedure to give each child prac- 
tice in singing a harmonizing or alto 
part. 

In adolescence we have the problem 
of the boys’ changing voices. A good sys- 
tem to follow here would be gradually 
to work a boy down from his boyish 
soprano through alto and tenor to the 
lower bass range. Teach him to read 
and harmonize on each part, and, as his 
voice lowers, step down to the next 
lower part. , 


Martin Luther’s Music 


child should ~ 
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If the music program of a church is 
complete, by the time individuals reach 
the adult group they should be able to 
read music and sing four or more parts 
in harmony, thus they will be ready to 
contribute materially to the music of 
the church. 

Beyond a doubt the human voice is 
God’s greatest instrument. We who are 
Christians should use our voices and 
encourage others to use theirs in His 
service. Nearly everyone can sing, all 
ages, young children through to elderly 
people. None are ever too young or too 
old to sing. As David said in Psalm 
104:33, “I will sing unto the Lord as long 
as I live: I will sing praise to my God 
while I have my being.” So whether you 
teach preschool children, or work with 
adolescents or elderly people, or super- 
intend a Sunday school that is seeking 
to improve its musical program, it is 
hoped that these suggestions may be a 
steppingstone to greater usefulness in 
your service for the Lord. F 

COLLINGSWoop, N. J. 


His own love for it, and his introduction of congregational singing in the Reformation church 


ARTIN Luther loved to sing. When 

a young student, struggling on the 
small allowance his father could man- 
age, he helped to support himself by sing- 
ing in the church choir. Throughout his 
stormy and troubled career he found joy 
and comfort in singing. He loved to sing, 
to peal out glory and praises to the Lord. 
Singing was a form of worship to him 
in which all should participate, and when 
he organized the new, reformed church, 
he introduced singing by the whole con- 
gregation in contrast to the choir sing- 
ing of the Roman Church. 

Despite his love of singing and his vo- 
luminous writing, we know of only thirty- 
seven hymns from his pen. Two of these 
are famous. “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God” has well been called the “Battle 
Hymn of the Reformation.” Luther wrote 
it in 1529. Translated by Frederick Hedge, 
it retains the rugged beauty of the orig- 
inal and deserves all the praise that has 
been heaped upon it. His other well- 
known song is “Luther’s Cradle Hymn,” 
written for his own little children at 
Christmas, 

Martin Luther was born November 10, 
1483, in Eisleben, Saxony, the son of a 
miner. The father was ambitious for his 
gifted son, and sent him to the Uni- 
versities of Magdeburg and Eisenach. 
Luther first studied law, then switched 
to theology, and was ordained in 1507. 
and entered a monastery at Erfurt. De- 
vout, energetic, and much given to study, 
he was promoted rapidly. The next year 
he was made Professor of Philosophy at 
the new University of Wittenberg. 


By LYDIA MAYFIELD 


He first began to criticize the Roman 
Church when Johann Tetzel came to 
Wittenberg, having been authorized to 
sell indulgences by Pope Leo X for 
money to build St. Peter’s Church at 
Rome. He made his objections public by 
nailing them in the form of ninety-five 
theses on the door of All Saints’ Church 
in Wittenberg. In the storm that fol- 
lowed, Luther broke completely with the 
Roman Church. When the Pope sent a 
bull, excommunicating him, Luther burnt 
it in public. In April, 1521, he was sum- 
moned to the famous Diet of Worms by 
Emperor Charles V and ordered to re- 
tract. He refused, closing with the fa- 
mous words, “My conscience is bound in 
the Word of God. I cannot and will not 
recant.” He was condemned as a heretic. 

Frederick of Saxony was a staunch 
supporter of Luther, and was determined 
to save him from the usual fate of here- 
tics. He “captured” him and took him to 
the Castle of Wartburg, where Luther 
remained almost a year. It was during 
this time that he translated the whole 
New Testament into German. He not 
only made it possible for the common 
people to read the Scriptures, he did 
much to mold the form of the German 
language. In 1522, he returned to Wit- 
tenberg and established the new Church 
of the Reformation, with a new order of 
service and government. One of his first 
writings was a catechism for the com- 
mon people to instruct them in the Bible. 
Later he translated the Old Testament 
into German. For the next quarter_of a 
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century, his life was a struggle for the 
Reformation. 

In 1525, he married Katharine von 
Bora, a former nun. The marriage was a 
happy one and blessed with six children. 

Though less than sixty-three years old 
at the time of his death, September 18, 
11546, he was worn out with the struggles 
of the world and ready to quit it without 
regrets. He wrote, “Aged, worn out, 
weary, spiritless, and now almost blind 
in one eye, I long for a little rest and 
quietness. I am weary of the world and 
the world is weary of me; the parting 
will be easy, like that of a guest leaving 
the inn. I pray only that God will be 
gracious to me in my last hour, and I 
will quit the world without reluctance.” 

Shortly after he wrote this his death 
occurred quite suddenly while on a trip 
to Eisleben, the little town of his birth. 
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A Vacation Trip to Hawaii 


T IS gratifying to see reservations 
come in for this fall’s Christian Fel- 

lowship' Tour to Hawaii from those who 
have in previous years gone to Alaska. 
There is no question about it, the fel- 
lowship with other Christians on ex- 
tended tours of this kind provides an 
enjoyment that will always be remem- 
bered. 

The tour to Hawaii, starting from Chi- 
cago on September 26 and _ returning 
thereto on October 18, was organized 
as a result of requests made by tourists 
of the Alaska tours of previous years. 
Here is a chance to resume old friend- 
ships and to form new ones. 

The rail trip westward to Seattle will 
be one of genuine delight on the vista- 
dome North Coast Limited. In the Mon- 
tana-Idaho Rockies snowy slopes and 
rugged mountain summits will be seen 
on every hand. As the train nears 
Seattle, the thrilling Cascade Mountains 
scenery will climax a journey that will 
not be forgotten. 

A full day of sight-seeing in Seattle 
with opportunities for shopping ‘will add 
much to the enjoyment of these vaca- 
tion days. The trip to Hawaii in a big 
DC-6B plane is an experience of air 
travel that cannot be excelled in com- 
fort. Plans have been made to give the 
Christian Fellowship tour party a full 
time of constant pleasure on the Islands 
in the center of the Pacific Ocean, where 
the temperature is in the mid-seventies, 
and in a season when rain is very un- 
likely and sunshine is assured. Eleven 
days wili be spent at the lovely Moana 
and the Royal Hawaiian Hotels, with 
visits to three of the Islands and ex- 
tensive sight-seeing. 

For instance, here is a day’s program 
out of the itinerary for Wednesday, Oc- 
teber 3: “Hawaii National Park day. 
Early morning transfer to the airport 





s 








arep 


Ss 
it 


id 
id 
ig 
ig 


” 


ip 


sts 


ns 
‘ill 


tle 
dd 


rig 
air 
m- 


ull 
ids 
ore 
es, 


ren 
ina 
ith 
2xX- 


am 
Ie- 
ay. 
ort 








Lesson for Septembe? 30 


for breakfast and a two-hour flight. 
From the air you see the Hawaiian 
Islands like gems in the sea, including 
Molokai, where work with the lepers 
is carried on; Lanai and Maui, where 
the mighty Mauna Kea, a 10,000-foot vol- 
canic peak, rises into the clouds. You 
arrive at Hilo, tour about this interesting 
city, and go to Rainbow Falls, the Giant 
Fern Forest, orchid farms, and the lava 
flows and craters. Hawaii Volcanic 
National Park is a strange and spectac- 
ular area. You lunch in the heart of 
the park at Volcano House, continue the 
tour in the afternoon, and in early eve- 
ning fly back to Honolulu for late din- 
ner at your hotel.” 

Then, there is a wonderful cruise back 
to the mainland on the magnificent S.S. 
Lurline. There will be almost two days 
in Los Angeles for sight-seeing, and a 
stay at the fine Biltmore Hotel. 


Those wishing to go should register 


at once. An attractive illustrated folder 
is available, giving costs and all details. 
A card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President and Secretary of The 
Sunday School Times Company, will 
bring it to you at once. Mr. Jaeger will 
be with the tour throughout. 
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“Lobbying” Among Deacons 
(Continued from second page) 


it may be open and aboveboard, yet it 
can be done “by debatable methods such 
as personal interviews with members, 
which are usually secret and therefore 
cannot be checked or controlled. . . .” 
The practice described by the Ohio 
reader has a flavor of undesirable lobby- 
ing. 

There is an_ instinctive revulsion 
among conscientious people against such 
a practice, and there are several pas- 
sages of Scripture that imply that it is 
not right. It is wrong for a pastor to 
put undue pressure on one or more dea- 
cons to vote for his view, and for dea- 
cons to allow themselves to be coerced, 
against their conscience and better judg- 
ment, to take the pastor’s position. 

As described by the Ohio reader, it 
would seem to be a violation of the com- 
mand to “let all things be done decently 
and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40). In his tes- 
timony before Felix, the Apostle Paul 
said, “And herein do I exercise myself, 
to have always a conscience void of of- 
fense toward God, and toward men” 
(Acts 24:16). Neither the pastor nor the 
deacon under these circumstances could 
have such a conscience. 

Paul wrote to Timothy, “Likewise, 
must the deacons be grave, not double- 
tongued .. .£” (1 Tim. 3:8). One of the 
best French translations (Segond) is in- 
teresting here: “Deacons also must be 
honest, removed from duplicity.” On 
the phrase “doubletongued” Jamieson, 
Fausset, & Brown comments: “ ‘of 
double speech’: saying one thing to 
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one, and another to another (Theodo- 
ret).” Paul continues in the same pas- 
sage: “Holding the mystery of the faith 
in a pure conscience. And let these also 
first be proved; then let them use the 
office of a deacon, being found blameless” 
(vs. 9, 10). Many would feel that, if they 
were holding clandestine conferences 
with the pastor and deciding in advance 
of a board meeting how to vote, they 
would not have “a pure conscience” or 
be “blameless.” 

To Titus, Paul wrote: “For this cause 
left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest 
set ia order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee” (1:5). He continues, 
giving the qualifications of “a bishop”; 
and Dr. Scofield holds that the words 
for “elder” and “bishop” designate the 
same office; and deacons ought to be of 
the same quality. They should be “sober, 
just, holy, temperate” (Titus 1:8). If 
they allow themselves to be unduly in- 
fluenced, against their own consciences 
and for special interests, they are not 
just. Paul thus exhorted Titus:, “In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine shewing uncorrupt- 
ness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, 
that cannot be condemned; that he that 
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is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you” 
(Titus 2:7, 8). Here is a high standard 
for both pastors and officers, to which 
they should conform by the grace of God. 
It is inevitable that a pastor, or any 
other leader, should have special friends 
with whom he finds himself in complete 
accord, and he ought not to be criticized 
for talking more freely to some than to 
others. But the wrong comes when he 
presumes upon their friendship and tries 
to get them to vote his way, as a favor 
to him and in secret conferences, re- 
gardless of what their own convictions 
may be. It is better for a pastor to 
present his strong reasons for_his opin- 
ions in an open board meeting= or, if he 
does talk privately with certain individ- 
uals, let him be careful not to say any- 
thing of which he would be ashamed if 
it were known by the whole board. 
People instinctively rebel against secret 
schemes to influence voting, and there- 
fore it is important for church officers to 
avoid giving offense in this respect. 
P.S.: Editors (and pastors) know a 
lot about “tight spots.” Some they keep 
out of, others they get out of, and still 
others they learn to live in. (Excuse 
the final prepositions!) ; 


When a young man sought to corner the evangelist and was himself cornered 


LTHOUGH the church was in a 
small town, its seating capacity was 
none too great for the crowd. Some peo- 
ple came from far-distant communities 
for the Gospel music recital. It required 
some time to develop the desirable qual- 
ity of interest in such a service. In fact, 
it began to look as if the program might 
be worthless from a spiritual viewpoint. 
Eventually the time arrived for the 
quotation of Scripture verses for an im- 
promptu musical setting. For some time 
there was ominous silence. Finally, a 
young man, thumbing the leaves of a 
Bible, rose and read, “And by my God I 
leaped over a wall.” It was the only verse 
quoted. 

“Thanks,” said the musician, “I shall 
be glad to set that verse to music.” 

The rapid movement of a pencil on the 
back of an old envelope as the new mel- 
ody was composed, was halted briefly as 
the composer remarked, “Many people 
are up against a wall—a wall of sin or 
indifference—and they are wondering 
how they can leap over the wall.” 

The audience was wide awake with in- 
terest as the composer turned toward the 
young man who had quoted the text and 
said, “The greatest wall to surmount is 
the wall of sin, and there is only one 
way to solve that important problem.” 

The melody writing soon came to an 
end. “God’s way is the only sure way,” 
continued the musician, “the text shows 
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us the way for it reads, ‘And by my 
God.’” Soon the congregation sang the 
verse with its apt and singable melody. 


At the close of the musical service, the 
young man hovered on the edge of a 
small group of people. Approaching him, 
the composer shook hands and asked, - 
“Have you accepted Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour and thus surmounted the 
wall of sin?” 

The youth bowed his head and quietly 
replied, “Not yet; but I hope to be a 
Christian some day.” This opened the 
way for an earnest heart-to-heart talk 
about salvation. Clearly, with the aid of 


‘various Scripture verses, the Gospel 


message was explained simply, and fi- 
nally the words of John 6:37 were read, 
“Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.” Prayer followed, and very. 
soon the youth said, “I will now accept 
Christ as my own personal Saviour.” 

Before leaving the church arm in arm 
with the new convert, the composer 
asked, “Why did you read that particu- 
lar verse tonight?” 

With a smile came the reply, “I 
thought it would be too difficult to set 
to music, and I hoped to corner you.” 

“Who is cornered now?” the composer 
asked. The convert had no hesitation in 
acknowledging that he was “glad to be 
cornered with and for Christ.” 

PASADENA, CALIF. 












“Feed My Lambs” 


John 21:15 








the Lord feeds His’ 


flock like a Shep-herd; Safe-ly He gath-ers the lambs with His 





—— 


Gen-tly He car-ries them safe in His bos- om, Ten- der- ly guarding the 


———— 












weak from all harm. 






- 





2. Out of the mouths of the babes and the sucklings 8. Suffer the children to come to the Saviour; 
Praises come forth that perfected shall be; Cherish them till the sweet story is told, 
If thou offend them or cause them to stumble, Nourish and love them; He asketh it of you; 
Better thou’ert cast in the depths of the sea, Help Him to bring the dear lambs to the fold. 


4, Christian, remember their angels in Heaven 
Always the face of the Father behold. 
Thou must become like them, simple, believing, 
If thou the riches of Heaven would hold. a pes 


The words and music of this lovely hymn were written by Theadora G. Hall (Mrs. R, A. Hall), sister of the 
late Ernest Gordon. At the time of Mr. Gordon’s funeral, Mrs, Hall told the Editor that the hymn had been 
given to her in the night, and he requested the privilege of sharing it with Sunpay Scnoo.t Times readers. Copies 
may be ordered at 25 cents each, postpaid, from Mrs. Hall, Long Pond Rd., Brewster, Mass. 
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LESSON 14. SEPTEMBER 30. THE GREAT INVITATION 
Mark 10:13-16; Revelation 3:20; 21:1 to 22:21; printed text, Revelation 22:1-5, 8, 9, 16-21 


Golden Text. —And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 


And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him thét is athirst come. 


And whosoever will, let him take the water of life Reshae-dlie. 22:17 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rev. 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. 

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 
serve him: 

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads, 

5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth 
them light: and on om reign for ever and ever. 


16 I Jesus have sert mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring 
of David, and the bright and morning star. 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come, And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that ave 
written in this book: 

18 And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of the holy city,-and from the 
things which are written in this book. 


20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 





8 And I John saw die things, and enn oa And 
when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before 
the feet of the angel which‘shewed me these things. 

9 Then saith he unto mé, See thou do it not: for I am thy 
and of thy brethren the prophets, 
them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 


fellowservant, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ERE are two features of the Chris- 
tian faith which stand out very 
prominently in all the Bible revela- 
tion. The first is, that Christianity is 
soteric—it is a way of salvation, Through 
all the Bible we see God moving out 
toward men with purpose to save them. 
For the Bible regards men as lost—sin- 
ners condemned under the righteous 
judgment of God and incapable of re- 

deeming themselves. 

The other feature of Christianity which 
is strongly emphasized is its teleological 
character—it is moving toward a goal. 
The Bible keeps pointing us forward to 
a day of God, a day of restitution, the 
Kingdom of God. 

Now both of these features center in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Media- 
tor of the whole purpose ‘of God, both 
soteric and teleological. By Him salva- 
tion comes to men, and by Him the 
Kingdom of God comes. His Cross is the 
great saving event, and His coming 
again is the great eschatological event. 
Both these aspects of Christianity appear 
in the last chapter of Revelation. Here 
Jesus is seen as the Lamb, mediating 
salvation through His suffering and 
death, and He is seen as the Coming 
One, bringing the new, Heaven and the 
new earth, the holy city and the ultimate 


Amen. 


and of 


% % % =< 


triumph. He is “Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the 
last” (v. 13). John was understandably 
but wrongly moved to worship the angel 
who showed him these things. Surely 
we ought to be moved to worship Him 
by whom all these things are accom- 
plished! 


Verse by Verse 

Rev. 22:1.—“, .. @ pure river of water 
of life . . . proceeding out of the throne 
...” .Compare Ezekiel 47:1-11. Notice 
that Ezekiel’s river had its source in the 
altar, but this river proceeds from the 
throne. 

Verse 2.—“In the midst of the street 

. the tree of life .. . fruit every month 

. for the healing of the nations.” The 
phrase, “in the midst of the street of it,” 
properly belongs to verse 1, indicating 
the location of the river. In Eden the 
tree of life was a single tree (Gen. 2:9; 
3:22, 24), but here it seems to be a 
“species,” growing on both sides of the 
river. The “healing” attributed to the 
leaves does not necessarily imply sick- 
ness, but may signify preservation from 
sickness. Compare Ezekiel 47:12. 

Verse 3.—“. °. no more curse: but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb .. . his 
servants shall serve him.” For the 
“curse” see Genesis 3:17-19. Notice the 
association of “God and . . . the Lamb” 
on the throne. The “servants” are “bond. 
slaves,” but they are engaged in the ser- 
vice of priests, not of slaves. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


the Inter- 


Verse 4.—“And they shall see his face 
... his name .. . in their foreheads.” 
See 1 Peter 1:8; 1 Corinthians 13:12. For 
the name in the forehead compare 7:3. 
The name in the forehead signifies both 
ownership and likeness, 

Verse 5.—“. . . no night . . . no candle, 
neither... sun... they shall reign...” 
This does not say that there is no sun, - 
but simply that it is not needed as a 
source of light. It may have other func- 
tions as part of the “new heaven.” The 
saints have now come into their eternal 
royalty. . 

Verse 8.—“. . . I fell down to worship 
. . .” The majestic appearance of the 
messenger, coupled with the overwhelm- 
ing glory of the message, so awed John 
that for the second time (19:10) he went 
to worship the angel. 

Verse 9.—“, .. I am thy fellowservant 

. worship God.” While the word “wor- 
ship” in verse 8 is used also of reverence 
done to man, it is evidently used here 
of an act of homage due only to God, and 
the angel repudiates it, assuming a place 
on a pa? with John, and pointing to God 
as the sole object of worship. 

Verse 16.—“. . . I am the root and the 
offspring of David...” Whether spoken 
through the interpreting angel or not, 
these are the words of Jesus Himself. 
Notice the phrase, “root and offspring,” 
signifying Christ’s deity as source of all 
being, and His humanity as son of David 
(Matt, 1:1). The phrase, “the bright, 
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the morning star” (A3S.V.), has doubt- 
less reference to His coming again. 

Verse 17.—“‘And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come... Come...come... 
whosoever will...” Do all the “comes” 
refer to the Gospel invitation, or do some 
of them refer to the Lord’s return? See 
Topics for Development. : 

Verse 18.—“, . . If any man shall add 
... God shall add ... the plagues...” 
A solemn warning not to tamper with 
Holy Scripture, and particularly this 
portion of it. 

Verse 19.—“And if any man shall take 
away ... God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life...” This can 
hardly indicate a saved man’s being lost, 
but simply that a man forfeits the provi- 
sion that has been made for him in the 
blood of Jesus when he rejects the rev- 
elation of God—with special reference to 
this Book. 

Verse 20.—* ... Surely I come quickly. 
... Bven so, come...” A final assurance 
and a final prayer. 

Verse 21.—“The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” 
And a final benediction. This is the day 
of grace. Grace has been brought to us 
by the Lord Jesus. Those who receive 
it are called saints, and are the objects 
of grace upon grace. ' 


The Heart of the Lesson . 


The first portion of our lesson is really 
a continuation of chapter 21. We are still 
looking at the Holy City there des- 
cribed. The focal point of the city is 
“the throne of God and of the Lamb,” 
from which a great and wide thorough- 
fare constitutes the main artery of com- 
munication. This wide thoroughfare is 
divided by the river of the water of 
life, on either side of which grows the 
tree of life, with its never-failing fruit 
and its healing leaves. Ezekiel (chap. 
47) has a similar picture of the millen- 
nial scene, but this in Revelation seems to 
reach on into eternity. Notice the nega- 


tives—no curse, no night, no need of 


lamp nor sun. On the positive side, there 
are the perfect occupation, the perfect 
communion, and the perfect likeness, 
while those who once served sin as 
slaves, reign as kings in perfect right- 
eousness. 

One can sympathize with John in his 
impulse to worship the angel who im- 
parted to him such glorious revelation. 
Perhaps it was a matter of mistaken 
identity, but it certainly became the 
occasion for a clear warning to us to 
withhold even the semblance of Worship 
from all but God. It is interesting to 
note that Jesus never refused worship. 
Even in the days of His humiliation He 
accepted it (John 9:38), as He now re- 
ceives it in Heaven. There can be only 
one reason for this—He is God. 

The gracious invitation, the, solemn 
warning, the assuring promise, the ar- 
dent prayer, and the gracious benedic- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13: September 23.—The Kingdom Tri- 
umphant. Matthew 6:4-13; Rev- 
elation 7:9-17; 11:15-19a 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. October 7.—The Creation Story. 
Genesis 1:1 to 2:3 








tion with which the Book of Revelation 
closes all set the standard for our day. 
The Church has a function in the world, 
to carry abroad the glad invitation of 
the Gospel, supported by the Holy Spirit. 
We have also'a solemn obligation to 
maintain the purity of the Revelation 
committed to ps. Tampering with the 
Word of God is serious business. Our 
sojourn here should be in the comfort of 
“that blessed hope,” toward which we 
should be moving ardently, prayerfully. 
Till that hope Ws realized in His coming 
again, His grace is our abiding portion. 
“My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 
12:9), He says, and that is as true for us 
as for Paul. Grace now, then glory! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The blessedness of the saints (Rev. 22: 
1-5) : 

2. The reproof of an apostle (vs. 8, 9) 

3. Final words (vs. 16-21) 


Topics for Development 

“Come.” There is quite a difference of 
opinion about the significance of this 
word as it refers to “the Spirit and the 
bride” (v. 17). Govett says: “This call 
is not, as many take it, the Holy Spirit’s 
cry to the sinner to come to Christ. It 
is the appeal of the Spirit and the Bride 
to Jesus, that He will come, ‘bright morn- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE, besides Revelation, do we 
read of the vision of a great river? 

2. What is the difference in the sources 
of these two rivers? 

3. How does the tree of life described 
in our lesson differ from the tree of life 
in the Garden of Eden? 

4. What is the remarkable feature in 
the phrase, “his servants shall serve 
him”? (v. 3.) 

5. Does verse 5 of our lesson teach 
that the sun will be no more? 

6. How often did John prepare to wor- 
ship the angel who was showing him the, 
vision? 

7. How do angels regard themselves 
in relation to believers? 

8. What is the significanée of the word 
“come” in verse 17? 

9. What benediction and curse are at- 
tached: to the Book of Revelation? 

10. What is the last prayer in the 
Bible? 


(Answers on page 733) 





September 15, 1956 


ing star,’ and bring the day of joy” (“The 
Apocalypse Expounded,” by Robert Gov- 
ett, Thynne and Jarvis, 1920). Just as 
positively Lang, after a somewhat elab- 
orate argument, declares: “The ‘Come’ 
{must] be viewed as a triple appeal to 
the thirsty to take of the water of life. 
This enables that the sense of ‘Come’ be 
alike in the three sentences, instead of 
the first two having one meaning and the 
third another” (“The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ,” G. H. Lang, Paternoster Press, 
11 Great James St., Bedford Row, Lon- 
don, W. C. 1, Eng., $2). Lang’s position 
is weakened by the fact that he regards 
the Bride, the Church, as already glori- 
fied in this passage, and there is no in- 
dication that the glorified Church par- 
ticipates in any call to sinners. On the 
other hand, the glorified Church would 
not be praying for the return of Christ. 
The best view of the passage would be 
to see the church still on earth, praying 
for the return of her Lord, while at the 
same time fulfilling her commission in 
calling upon sinners to come to the Sav- 
iour. The Holy Spirit is partner with 
the Church in. both. 

Last Words. Last words are always 
fraught with special interest. To those 
of us-who regard the Bible as the Word 
of God, the last words of the last Book 
of our Bible are indeed significant. Here 
we have: 

1. The last invitation (v. 17), and 
notice how full of grace it is. 

2. The last warning (vs. 18, 19), which 
is indeed a solemn one against tampering 
with the truth of God. 

3. The last promise (v. 20) of the 
glorified Lord, assuring us of His coming 
again. 

4. The last prayer (v. 20), which is the 
Church’s response to the last promise. 

5. The last benediction, covering the 
saints of all this age with the blessing 
of grace in the Lord Jesus (v.21). 


Golden Text 

Rev. 22:17.—And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come... Come ...come... 
whosoever will...” There is no reason 
why we cannot make practical appli- 
cation of this verse in both directions, 
uniting with the Holy Spirit in prayer 
for the Lord’s return and likewise unit- 
ing with the Holy Spirit in calling 
sinners to the Saviour. 

Ex_muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Haris 
. SUGGESTED Hymns 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Shall We Gather at the River?” 
“Come to the Saviour” 

,A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, Thou hast made us for 
Thyself and our hearts are restless till 
they rest in Thee. Help us to learn this 
early and to come to Thee through Thy 
Son, our Saviour, for the pardon, peace, 
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and satisfaction offered us in the Gos- 
pel. Then help us to help others to find 
Thee and may Thy service ever be our 
ydelight. We thank Thee for the beauti- 
ful closing chapter of the Bible which 
we study today. Bless its message to all 
who ponder it and make this a day when 
many shall come to the Saviour. Show 
Thy helpful compassion to the sick, the 
sad, and the needy, and make us ready 
to every good work for their relief. 
Bless and use the work of all faithful 
servants of Christ in this and in other 
lands. Let the knowledge of the Lord 
cover the whole earth. Forgive us the 
sinful things that mar our lives. Deliver 
us from habits of evil. Cleanse our. in- 
most being and strengthen us with Thy 
might in the inner man to live before 
men as faithful Christians. Hear us for 
our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Men thirst for sat- 
isfaction they cannot find in the world, 
and God meets this need through the 





“Let him that is athirst come” 


FIRST OME YOURSELF 
THEN ALL OTHERS 











Gospel. Our lesson shows us this truth 
very strikingly and ‘beautifully in its 
picture of the river of water of life. 
Here is set forth the cleansing, reviving, 
and satisfying power of Jesus Christ. 
And this water of life is free, for Rev- 
elation 22:17 says: “Let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.” 

Have you come? Can you Say: 

“I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him"? 

Only such ‘as have come to Christ can 
sing that. But what of those who can- 
not sing it yet? God and His Church are 
concerned about all such. Verse seven- 
teen tells us, “The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come.” God the Holy Spirit calls 
sinners to Christ through the message of 
Scripture. The Church, too, by preach- 
ing the Gospel, joins the Holy Spirit in 
urging sinners to come to the Saviour. 
But in this Gospel call going out from 
God and His Church there is a part for 
each individual Christian, for the verse 
goes on to say, “Let him that heareth 
say, Come.” Each one of us who has 
responded to the call to come to Christ 
must then himself echo and re-echo that 
call by inviting others to the Saviour 

A Chinese leper who had known the 
Saviour just two years lay dying. He 
said, “When I reach the Father’s House, 
will Jesus blame me for not getting any 
more, or will He remember I was just 
an old leper? I only got fourteen.” He 
meant he had only won fourteen others 
to Christ. Only two years a Christian 
and hardly able to walk, yet that leper 
had been saying, “Come,” to others, and 
fourteen had come! It puts us to shame 
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and calls us to get busy in full earnest 
inviting others to the Lord Jesus. “Let 
him that heareth say, Come.” 


Cavcary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he shewed me a pure river of 
water of life...” (Rev. 22:1).—This is 
the second object the angel showed the 
Apostle John. In verse 10 of chapter 21, 
John says, “He . . . shewed me that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descend- 
ing out of heaven from God.” 

A river is a,very valuable asset to a 
large city; and the City Foursquare is 
to be the largest of all cities. Dr. F. W. 
Boreham of Australia said that an ar- 
chitect friend of his figured out from the 
dimensions given of the heavenly city 
(Rev. 21:16) that it would have an area 
of 2,250,000 square miles. This would 
make it 15,000 times as big as London, 
and forty times as big as all England. 
It is ten times as big as Germany, and 
ten times as big as France. 
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London has the Thames River: Paris, 
the Seine; Berlin, the Spree; and New 
York, the Hudson. But the city whose 
architect and maker is God shall have 
“a river of water of life, clear as crystal.” 

A psalmist said, “There is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the city 
of God”- (46:4). And David said, “Thou 
shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasures” (Psa. 36:8). 

Of the “river of water of life,” some- 
one has said, “It is the beautiful symbol 
of life in its gladness, purity, activity, 
and fullness.” 

“There is no parting of the river in the 
celestial city ‘into four heads’ as in the 
Edenic river (Gen, 2:10); nor into east 
and west as the living waters of Zech- 
ariah (14:8). It is one river which flows 
throughout the city; one joy common to 
all, just as there is but one tree of life 
. . . Moses first mentions the tree of life. 
John first refers toethe river of life” 
(W. Scott). 


“._. the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits...” (Rev. 22:2).—Cher- 
ubim and flaming sword guarded the tree 
of life in Eden, lest Adam put forth his 
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hand and take also of it and live forever 
in his sinful state. 


The sword was sheathed in the side of 
the Lord Jesus Christ when He died for 
our sins. He is now the Tree of Life, 
and shall forever be. Since the Tree of 
Life in the Paradise of God yields twelve 
manner of fruits, and yields her fruit 
every month, we:are assured that there 
will be a continual unfolding of the 
varied beauties and glories of Christ on 
which our souls shall feed throughout 
the countless ages of eternity. 


The Persians may boast of their homa 
tree; the Hindus of their kalpasoma tree; 
the Arabs of their tuba tree; and the 
Greeks of their lotus tree: but our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the incomparable Tree of 
Life! 


“ ,. the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2).— 
‘The nations have been wounded and 
torn; they are full” of sores today; but 
‘the leaves of the tree will be applied to 
them for healing. Ezekiel 47:12 gives us 
what corresponds with this, but there it 
is the earthly side of the world to come. 
The leaves are the clothing of a tree, its 
outward beauty. It is all that was seen 
in Jesus as the meek and lowly one, the 
ever-obedient one, who never asserted 
His own rights, but was ever in confi- 
dence in God. How comely the nations 
will be when the leaves of that Tree 
have been applied to them. Discontent 
and envy, jealousy and strife fill the 
earth today; the nations are full of hos- 
tile feelings toward one another. But 
when the leaves of the Tree of Life are 
applied to them, they will be healed. 
All discontent will be removed, because 
they will be happy with God’s ordering” 
(C. A. Coates). 


“. , the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it...” (Rev. 22:3). — 
This is the assurance that perfect gov- 
ernment shall prevail, and there shall be 
no more curse. Since the city has the 
glory of God; and since the Lamb is the 
light thereof, no other light is needed. 
His servants shall serve Him; and they 
shall see His face and His name shall be 
in their foreheads. Perfect service, per- 
fect vision, and perfect identification 
with Him shall characterize all whose 
names are in the Lamb’s book of life! 


“And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come” (Rev. 22:17).—The Spirit Himself 
is appealing to the Lord Jesus to “come”; 
and more Christians than ever, with 
more fervency than ever, are appealing 
to Him to fulfill His promise and “come.” 
Every believer who hears of the Lord’s 
promised return should say, “Come.” 

Every spiritually thirsty soul may come 
to the Lord Jesus now; and whosoever 
will may take the water of life freely, 
while this day of grace is running its 
course. . 


Wawona, CALIF. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


N MY Bible concordance there are ten 

columns of references containing the 
word “come.” No other word which I 
have looked up occurs so often in the 
Bible. A great many of these “comes” 
are invitations to come to Christ. 

One of my college professors said, 
“The Bible is the grandest epic which 
has resulted from man’s search for God.” 
If he had read the Bible very much, he 
would have discovered that the Bible is 
not about man’s search for God. Romans 
3:11b says, “There is none that seeketh 
after God.” If the Bible were the result 
of man’s search for God, there wouldn't 
be any Bible. The Bible is about God’s 
search for man. We’ll find that next 
Sunday, away back in the Garden of 
Eden. And remember what Jesus said 
in Luke 19:10, “The Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

God is looking for sinners who are 
willing to come to Him to be saved; yet 
most of them try to get away from Him 
as speedily as if He were wishing to give 
them the punishment they deserve. Read 
God’s wonderful invitation in Isaiah 1: 18. 
What words of Jesus about coming to 
Him can you remember? (“Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” “If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink.” “Suffer the little children to 
come to me.” “Him that cometh to me 
I will in‘ no wise cast out.”) Those are 
very good. 

Now turn to the last chapter in the 
Bible, and read the first five verses. 
This describes in part the happy place 
to .which God is inviting everyone who 
will come to Christ now, acknowledging 
himself sinful, and accepting His salva- 
tion. From these verses we find that 
Heaven is a place of beauty and refresh- 
ment with “no night there” (v. 5). To 
those who love the Lord there is a pre- 
cious promise, “They shall see his face” 
(v. 4). Can you think. of anything more 
thrilling than that? You would think 
that each person who ever heard of 
Heaven would come quickly to Jesus to 
be saved so as to reach this happy place. 
Instead, most are headed the other way. 
Read verses 8, 9. John was ready to 
worship the angel who showed Him 
these things, but the angel reminded him 
that God only should be worshiped. 

Next read verse 16. Here we have a 
final word from the lips of our Saviour. 
The first chapter of Revelation contained 
a vision of Him and gave His glorious 
declaration to John. He has repeatedly 


. appeared in different forms in this Book. 


Now in this last chapter He once more 
identifies Himself in a wonderful way. 
Let us finish this chapter, reading re- 
sponsively. How many “comes” are in 
verse 17? (Three.) Right. In this verse 
we get the last invitation to come to 
Christ. “Let him that is athirst come.” 
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If you have not yet come to Christ. 
today is your opportunity. Many people 
intend to come some time, but the invi- 
tation is not for some time, it is now. 
Read verse 20 again. When does the 
Lord Jesus say that He is coming? 
(Quickly.) Yes, and those who are 
ready to meet Him, answer, “Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” But what about 
those who are not ready? 

Recently I received an invitation to a 
wedding, but when I looked at the date, 
I discovered that the wedding had taken 
place more than a week before! It was 
too late for me to accept the invitation 
to attend. The Lord may come in the 
air at any time, to call all believers up 
to meet Him. After that takes place, it 
will be too late for anyone else to join 
that happy company! 

Let us end our class with the song, 
“Just as I am.” If you sing this to the 
Lord from your heart, you will this 
morning be accepting His great invita- 
tion! 

For next Sunday will someone volun- 
teer to tell the Bible story of Adam and 
Eve from Genesis 3? Thank you, Mary. 

Note to Teachers: Next quarter wé 
are going to use the Scripture Catechism 
Card, “Salvation,” for memory work (20c 
a doz.), and we will have the girls tell 
stories from the accompanying book, 
“Saved on Monday” (50c_ postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. 
Gunderson, Box 717, Ferndale, -Wash. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 

BS... 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our lesson opens with 

this statement: “And he shewed me 
a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” 

We are just going to think about water 
today, the element which has the largest 
place in our physical life, also the sym- 
bol of that which has the largest place 
in our spiritual life, both now and 
through all eternity. There is nothing 
in nature more beautiful than a flowing 
stream of clear, pure water. A trout 
stream tumbling over a stony bottom 
and eddying around the boulders is fas- 
cinating. There’s music in its gurgle 
and a song in its sweeping flow. 

I was born where two rivers meet 
and form a third—the Etowah and the 
Oostanaula make the Coosa. As a boy 
I swam and boated and fished in them 
all. And later on I learned that the 
human body is 67 per cent water. No 
wonder that water has a peculiar at- 
traction. 

Moreover, 
mostly water. 


the food that we eat is 

Vegetables and fruits are 
about 90 per cent water. Even a loaf 
of bread is 40 per cent water. Meats 
are 60 per cent water. The air we breathe 
has a high percentage of moisture. If it 
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did not have this moisture in it we would 
die very quickly. That is why pilots 
flying into the rarified stratosphere must 
be supplied with oxygen tanks. Minerals 
are one-half water. More than two-thirds 
of the earth’s surface is covered with 
water. About seven pounds of water 
normally passes in and out of the human 
body every 24 hours. It comes in by 
food, by drink, and by inhalation. It 
goes out through the pores of the skin, 
through the secretions and through ex- 
halation, the greatest amount by the last 
named, especially in cold weather, much 
more than one might think. Just blow 
your breath on a mirror and see what 
happens. We are much like fish, living 
and breathing and moving in HO. 


Now, fellows, all this about water is 
to call your attention to the wonderful 
way in which the Lord uses familiar 
elements to teach us His marvelous truth. 
The Water of Life existed before the 
“beginning.” It is the eternal life of 
God Himself, without beginning and 
without end. The first ten verses of 

* Genesis, recording creation “in the be- 
ginning” when “darkness was upon the 
face of the deep,” makes use of the word 
“waters” eight timés. And the word ap- 
pears 475 times in the Seriptures, 


God is speaking in major tones when 
He talks of water, for it has deep spiritual 
significance. When God created man He 
planted in his physical nature a thirst 
for water; it can be so intense as to drive 
one crazy if denied. And at the same 
time He put in his soul a spiritual thirst 
for the Water of Life. Jesus told the 
woman at the well that if she had rec- 
ognized Him she would have asked Him, 
and He would have given her “living 
water.” The Prophet Isaiah cried out 
to Israel, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters... .” He was 
pleading with them to return to God, 
from whose throne flows “a pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal.” The 
Prophet Jeremiah speaks -of the re- 
deemed, whose “soul shall be as a 
watered garden” (31:12); and again Isa- 
iah promises, “And the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in 
drought, . . . and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring of 
water, whose waters fail not” (58:11). 
David sang, “He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters” (Psa. 23:2). Revelation 
21:3, the “voice out of heaven” told John, 
“I will give unto him that is athirst of 
the fountain of the water of life freely” 
(v. 6). 


But, fellows, one can be so foolish as 
to refuse the gracious gift, “for my peo- 
ple have committed two evils,” says Jer- 
emiah (2:13), “they have forsaken me 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water.” One can resist the 
Spirit until he becomes incapable and 
thirsts too late. Poor old Dives; listen 


to him in hell begging Abraham to “send 
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Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for 
I am tormented in this flame” (Luke 16: 
24). Just a drop of water on the tip of 
the finger was all he had the courage to 
ask for. 


And now once more, hear our wonder- 
ful Christ saying, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). 

Fellows, you have a thirst down inside 
of you, put there by your loving Heav- 
enly Father, which nothing can satisfy 
except the Lord Jesus Christ—and He 
is inviting you by every token of life to 
“come ... take the water of life freely.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Place for Young Disciples 
(Mark 10:13-16; Rev. 3:20) 


EAR Richard: I saw a new sky and 

a new world. I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying: “See! God’s 
home is with people. He will live with 
them and they will be His people. God 
Himself will be with them, and He will 
wipe every tear from their-eyes. There 
will not be any more dying. Nor will 
there be any more sadness, crying, or 
pain. The first things are gone.” The 
one who was sitting on the throne said, 
“See! I am making everything new.” He 
said, “Write this, for these words are 
sure and true” (Rev, 21:1, 3-5). 

JOHN 


Girls and boys, does it ever thrill you 
to think how lovely that heavenly world 
will be? What will not be there? What 
will be there? No death, crying, or sick- 
ness! (As each of these items and others 
from Revelation 21 and 22 are mentioned, 
the teacher may have prepared a picture 
for the flannel board, or other display, 
to represent it. A gray or black back- 
ground may be used for the what-is-not- 
there, and a yellow or white background 
for the what-is-there. Death may be 
represented by a magazine picture of a 
cemetery or gravestone, crying by a child 
in tears, pain by a sick child, or a bottle 
of medicine. If the children cannot ex- 
plain why there is no church, or sun or 
moon there, refer them to Revelation 
21:22 for the former, and to verse 23 for 
the latter two. Use a black heart to 
represent the sin that will not be found 
there. 


For the what-is-there a gold circle or 
a throne may represent God, and a pic- 
ture of the Lord Jesus Christ. Use pic- 
tures of angels and people, including 
children. Are all people going to be 
there? If you do not find a picture, 
draw an open book with simulated names 
for the Book of Life, and explain clearly 
whose names get written in it. In con- 
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nection with the home of many mansions 
(John 14:2), describe the jewel stones, 
gold streets, pure water. The tree of 
life may be represented by assorted 
fruits and some leaves. 

Rebecca's letter tells something about 
this beautiful home where one lives for- 
ever, and gives us an invitation to it. 


Dear Rebecca: He showed me a river 
of water of life, clear as glass, which 
was coming from the throne of God and 
the Lamb, along the middle of its wide 
street. On both sides of the river was 
a tree of life having twelve kinds of 
fruit, bearing its fruit every month. The 
leaves of the tree were for curing the 
people. The Spirit and the Bride! both 
say, “Come!” He who hears should also 
say, “Come!” And he who is thirsty may 
come. He who wishes may take the 
water of life as a free gift (Rev. 22:1, 
&, 

JOHN 





'The Church. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


WE GREAT INVITATION 


Rev. 22:4 
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Is this invitation to come for children, 


too, or just for grownups? I think if 
you ask the Lord, He would say it was 
just the same as when He was on earth. 
Read Mark 10:13-16. Memory Verse: 
[Jesus said] “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me” (Mark 10:14). So ask 
the Lord Jesus to come into your heart, 
and take away your naughty sins which 
will keep you out of Heaven, if you are 
not His child. Joan has the last letter 
we shall receive. It is short but it has 
a wonderful promise. 

Dear Joan: The one who always tells 
the truth says this: “See! I am standing 
at the door and knocking. If anyone 
listens to My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in with him and eat with 
him and he with Me (Rev. 3:14, 20). 

JOHN 


The Lord Jesus will live with you. on 
earth, and then you will live with Him 
in Heaven! Why don’t you read all 
about that Home this afternoon in Rev- 
elation 21 and 22? 

. Orono, MAINE. 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


“That’s Where I’m Going!”—And there 
shall be no more curse (Rev. 22:3). 
It says in the Bible—one beautiful verse— 
That in Heaven (praise God) there shall be 


“no more curse”: 
No earthquake, no famine, no stormy wind 


blowing; 
And that’s where I’m going, oh, that’s 
where I’m going! 


It says that up there in the land of the 


skies, 

The Saviour will wipe every tear from our 
eyes: ; 

That the river of life keeps flowing and 
flowing; 

And that’s where I’m going, oh, that’s 
where I’m going! 

—From the King’s Business. Sent by 


Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Reflection.—And they shall see his 
face (Rev. 22:4). I have a photograph 
of King George V taken:on a visit to a 
Tyneside dockyard. His Majesty is 
stooping down to talk to a little rivet 
boy. The King is facing away from the 
camera. The laddie is facing us, thrilled 
to be speaking with the King. His eyes 
are sparkling, and there is a huge smile 
all over his face. You cannot see the 
face of the King, but you know that it 
must also be smiling for the boy’s face 
reflects it... . He speaks with the King 
and reflects the King—From Winship 
Storey. Sent by the Rev. Norman Hill- 
yer, Crouch Hill, London, Eng. 


No Need for Lamps in the Dawn.— 
They need no candle, neither light of 
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 
light (Rev. 22:5). 


Professor George 
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Jackson, in his excellent book on the 
Rev. S. F. Collier of Manchester, tells the 
following: A man whose youth and 
early manhood had. been spent in evil 
ways, and who was converted to God, 
was one night giving his testimony. He 
had met an old drinking pal during the 
week who chaffed him for turning pious. 
“Tll tell you what,” I said to him, “you 
know what I am. [He was a lamp- 
lighter.] When I goes round turning out 
the lights, I look back, and all the road 
over which I’ve been walking is all dark- 
ness; and that’s what my past has been. 
I look on in front and there’s a long row 
of twinkling lights to guide me, and 
that’s what the future is since I found 
Jesus.” . “Yes,” says my friend, “but by- 
and-by you get to the last light, and 
turn it out, and where are you then?” 
“Then,” says I, “why, when the last lamp 
goes out it’s dawn, and there isn’t no 
need for lamps when the morning comes.” 
—From The Sunday School Times, Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


He’s Coming.—I am .. . the bright and 
morning star (Rev. 22:16), Dan Craw- 
ford used to tell how, when his Africans 
were on the march and night was com- 
ing on, they would lie down to sleep. But 
before dropping off to sleep there would 
pass from group to group about the fires 
the watchword “Lutanda” (Morning 
Star). It was a laconic agreement to be 
up and ready to move when the morning 
star appeared. 

He is coming, coming for us; soon we'll see 
His light afar, 

On the dark horizon gleaming, as the bright 
and morning star, 

Cheering every waking watcher, as the star 
whose kindly ray 

Heralds the approaching morning, just be- 
fore the break of day. 

Oh, what joy, as night hangs round us, 
‘tis to think of morning's ray; 

Sweet to know He’s coming for us, just 
before thé break of day! 

—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 

by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Capturing the Smiths.—If any man 
shall take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life 
(Rev. 22:19). In ancient Israel, while 
God’s people slept, the Philistines crept 
in and captured the manufacturers of all 
the weapons of war. “Now there was 
no smith found throughout all the land 
of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest 
the Hebrews make them swords or 
spears: but all the Israelites went down 
to the Philistines, to sharpen every man 
his share, and his coulter, and his axe, 
and his mattock” (1 Sam. 13:19, 20). The 
Modernists long ago conducted a similar 
strategy. They crept in and captured 
the majority of our smithies. Hosts of 
Christian young men marched into the 
schools and seminaries to have their 
weapons sharpened. Ere long they found 
their swords filched from them, or the 
edges turned and the truth blunted, In- 
stead of becoming good soldiers of Jesus 
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Christ, the churches discovered them to 
be fifth columnists, fighting, not against, 
but for the Philistines. Yet Protestant 
parents could not awaken. They kept 
on causing their sons and daughters to 
pass through the fires of the modern 
educational Moloch.—From the Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Ax- 
tell, Kans, 


The Answers Are in the Book.— 
Surely I come quickly (Rev. 22:20). 
When I studied arithmetic, I remembered 
that the answers were in the back of the 
book. No matter how I floundered 
among my problems, the correct solu- 
tion was on the last page. I have failed 
often in working out life’s problems, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people 
who are hopelessly trying to untangle 
the riddle of this present age. But I am 
cheered by one unfailing certainty— 
there is a Book that solves the enigma 
and the answer is in the back of the 
Book, “Surely I come quickly.” “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.”"—From “That I 
May Know Him,” by Vance Havner. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Failing To Draw the Net.—Let him that 
heareth say, Come (Rev. 22:17, Golden 
Text). A salesman for a key-making 
machine entered a hardware store in a 
small village. He placed his sample on 
the counter and gave the storekeeper a 
demonstration. He plugged in ~~ the 
machine to an‘electric outlet, took a key 
and a blank key, inserted them in the 
proper position and in a moment pro- 
duced a duplicate of the key. “Isn't that 
a wonderful machine?” he asked. “Yes,” 
the storekeeper agreed, “it is.” “It would 
be a marvelous investment, wouldn’t it?” 
the salesman continued. “Yes,” the 
storekeeper replied. “Well, why don’t 
you buy one?” the salesman asked. 
“Well,” said the storekeeper, “why don’t 
you ask me to?” Isn’t it just there that 
so much of our Christian preaching and 
witness is weak? We talk, describe, il- 
lustrate, and theologize, but often fail to 
thrust home the direct, personal chal- 
lenge and invitation.—From the Exposi- 
tor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 
ANE was much bigger than you are. 
She was twelve years old. But hardly 
ever in her life had she missed Sunday 
school—at least from the time that she 
was your age. Her mother and daddy 
always let her go with a friend. Some- 
times her daddy took her himself and 
then came for her when Sunday school 
was over. Jane liked Sunday school, 
you can be sure. She liked being with 
her girl friends—twenty-four of them in 
her class. Most of her friends had re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 
Several of them were going to a special 
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class that the minister had for young 
Christians. They could hardly wait until 
the day that they would be baptized and 
join the church. 

One Sunday, right after the rest of the 
class had been dismissed, Jane went to 
her teacher. Something was disturbing 
her. She wanted to receive the Lord 
Jesus; she wanted to do it then and there. 
Could she do it? You can imagine how 
delighted her teacher was! And you 
can imagine how happy Jane was! Her 
teacher suggested that maybe she would 
like to join the minister’s class which her 
friends were attending. That pleased 
Jane a great deal, and she said she would 
ask her father about it. 

Jane’s usually merry, brown eyes were 
not merry at all the next Sunday. In 
fact, anyone to look at her would know 
that she was about to cry. Only her 
teacher learned why she was so sad. Her 
father had told\her that she was too 
young to receive the Lord Jesus, she was 
too young to attend the minister's class, 
she was too young to join church. She 
would have to wait until she was older, 
her father had said, and she could do 
then what she wanted to do now. Jane 
was very sad. Her teacher was very 
sad. Didn’t her daddy know that chil- 
dren, even very little ones, could be born 
into God’s family? Had he never sung, 
as Jane had when she was your age, the 
song which you have doubtless often 
sung: 

A little child of seven, or even three or 

four, 

May enter into Heaven through Christ, 

the open door; 

For when the heart believeth on Christ, 

the Son of God, 

‘Tis then the child receiveth salvation 

through His blood. 


(Teacher’s note: This chorus should be 
in your children’s repertoire. It is to the 
tune of “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.”’) 
No, Jane’s daddy did not know that song. 
He certainly did not know the truth of 
that song. And do you know what? Be- 
cause Jane’s daddy did not let her do 
what the Lord had put on her heart to 
do, Jane no longer goes to Sunday school 
—ever. 


Jane’s daddy is like many, many par- 
ents. Lots of them have kept their chil- 
dren from the Lord Jesus. It was not 
always so, however. In the long, long 
ago when the Lord Jesus was here upon 
earth, parents brought their children to 
Him. They pushed, through the crowds 
and kept bringing their children to the 
Saviour who Himself had once been a 
child. How excited the parents were 
to bring their boys and girls and their 
babies to the dear Son of God! How 
pleased the Lord Jesus was that they 
should bring them! But—can you im- 


agine it?—the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
were not happy or excited or pleased 
when the children were brought to God’s 
dear Son. Do you know what they did? 
They kept rebuking the parents. Think 
of that! 
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Oh, how unhappy this made the dear 
Lord Jesus! He loved little children 
then; He loves little children now. The 
Bible tells us “he was moved with 
indignation (Mark 10:14, marg.). That 
means that He was very, very angry 
with His disciples. He demanded that 
they permit the children to come to Him. 
Then He said a most remarkable thing: 
the Kingdom of God belongs to children. 
Then, looking His disciples straight in 
the eye He said, “Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein” (v. 15). 
Do you know what the Lord Jesus meant 
by that? He meant that girls as big as 
Jane, men and women as old as your 
mother and daddy, people even as old as 
your grandparents would have to have 
the same faith as a little child. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

. 3 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 728) 


1. In Ezekiel 47: 1-11. 

2. Ezekiel’s river - in the altar, 
while this in Revelatién proceeds from 
the throne. 

3. In the Garden of Eden it seems to 
have been a single tree; in Revelation it 
appears as a species. 

4. The noun signifies “bond servants,” 
but the verb indicates priestly service. 

5. Not necessarily: only that its func- 
tion as light-giver will be no more 
needed. 

6. Twice (19:10; 22:8). 

7. As fellow servants with us (19:10; 
22:9). 

8. It may refer both tg the coming of 
the Lord and to the Gospel invitation— 
certainly the-latter. 

9. A blessing for. reading and hearing 
(1:3), and a curse for tampering (22:18, 
19). 

10. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (v. 21). 


EL_Muurst, IL. 
we 


Children at Home 


A Little Boy Prayed 
By the late Mabel C. Stewart 


HIS is the story of John. John was 
an American boy whose home was in 
what used to be called North India, but 
is now known by its new name, Pakistan. 
John’s father and mother were very 
busy missionaries. In the hot summer 
weather, which was very, very hot in- 
deed, John’s mother had to take the 
children in the family up into the moun- 
tains where it was cool. 

Now John was like most other small 
boys. He liked to explore. He liked to 
poke into the dark corners of the ve- 
randa at his mountain home, and lift 
stones to see what was under them, and 
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MORE INCOME For You! 
MORE BIBLES For All! 


That’s What American Bible 
Society Annuities Mean 


There is great need for the Scriptures 
everywhere—in Asia, Africa, South Amer- 
ica and here at home. 

By purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement, you help spread the 
Word. At the same time you receive a 
regular, generous, partially tax-exempt, 
guaranteed income. 

Learn how this 
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NEW! In the “HIS” series 





by DR. NORMAN B. HARRISON 


HIS FULLNESS 
Studies in 
Christian Personality 
“The fullness of the Godhead” Gal. 2: 


“A masterpiece in a neglected field. 


NEW TESTAMENT LIVING 


The Inwardness of the 
Christian Life 


‘The essentials of a vital Christian life. 
13 Studies — 64 pages 


EXPERIENCING GOD 
Finding God Sufficient 
Real help for troubled hearts. 





OTHER TITLES-His Peace, His Joy, His Love, His 
Comfort, His Power, His Grace and Glory, Suf- 
fering, Belonging, Hallowing the Home, 
Possessing. 


35c¢ each. Any 3 for $1.00 


Write for catalog — some 30 titles \ 













THE HARRISON SERVICE 


Minnear 








When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 





with those who know 
it intimately. Write 
today for free descrip- 
tive bulletin. Specify 
whether you wish 
Spring Cruise, sailing 
every February (or early 
March), or Summer 
Cruise, sailing late June. 


Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 
Pr .? oF A i i gy 
WHEATON CRUISES 
Dept. T-1 

WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, Illinois 











Yes, teachers and pupils like 


HIGLEY’ FAMOUS POCKET 


QUARTERLIES 


They like the handy size, convenient 
for spare-minute use. Based on Inter- 
national S.S. Lessons, Must be seen 
for full appreeiation. for sample. 
Quarterlies or workBooks for all 
departments. Low in price. 


' TRUE TO GOD’S WORD 
Here is material that builds character 
25,000 words and every one counts. 
Story papers and helpful visual aids 
avallable. 

‘ Write for full details 

Get our big catalog of complete S$. S. Supplies 

THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. C-7, Butler, Ind. 
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run down the mountain path under the 
trees where the monkeys jumped from 
one branch to another and chattered. 

But in this country where John was 
living, it wasn’t too safe to poke into 
dark corners or under stones. There 
might be ugly black scorpions there, and 
the sting of a scorpion is nothing to be 
laughed at. And, although it was fun to 
watch the monkeys, sometimes on the 
grassy path of the mountainside a snake 
might appear, perhaps not a very big 
one, but a very poisonous one. Also, the 
mountains were very steep, and a small 
boy who reached too far over the edge 
of the path to pick a pretty flower might 
get a bad tumble. 

“We'll just have to get someone to 
watch John,” said his mother. “I can’t 
be with him every minute, with the baby 
to look after, and other things to do.” 

So they got Khan Zaman. Perhaps, 
after all, this is the story of Khan 
Zaman. 

, Khan Zaman’s home was in a moun- 
tain village near where John was living. 
He wasn’t a very big boy when he came 
to help John’s mother, but he was bigger 
than John, and H® knew the mountains 
and could help keep John out of danger. 

They grew to be great friends, these 
two boys. Games were more fun when 
there were two to play them together. 
When cooler weather came, and the 
family returned to their home on the 
plains, Khan Zaman went along. 

“We can’t leave Khan Zaman behind,” 
said John. 

“Indeed no, we can’t,” agreed his 
mother. “He is too useful. He says he 
wants to go with us.” 

Every morning, before the work and 
play of the day began, John’s father 
would gather t&8gether his helpers and 
the servants of the household. It was 
necessary for John’s mother to have 
some help with the housework, for there 
was no nice electric or gas or even coal 
stove such as she would ‘have had at 
home in America, and no electric washer 
or sweeper, or other common American 
conveniences. 

Khan Zaman, along with the other 
helpers and their childrén, squatted and 
listened to John’s father read and pray. 
Most of these were Christians, and how 
théy loved to sing hymns and psalms, 
set to their own music! Khan Zaman 
didn’t sing. He liked to listen, but, you 
see, he was a Mohammedan boy, and 
Mohammedans do not believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour of the world. 

John was troubled and unhappy about 
it. 

“Why don’t you sing?” he asked Khan 
Zaman. 

“Only Christians sing those songs,” 
answered Khan Zaman. “Mohammedans 
don’t.” 

“Well, why aren’t you a Christian?” 
asked John. “I do wish you would be a 
Christian. Don’t you like the stories about 
Jesus which my father reads?” 


\ 
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“The stories are beautiful,” agreed 
Khan Zaman, “but we Mohammedans 
have our own book, It is the holy book, 
the Koran.” 

“Jesus loves you, Khan Zaman,” said 
John. “He loves every one so much that 
He died on the cross for us—for you, 
too, Khan Zaman. Don’t you love Him 
a little bit?” 

“Let’s talk about something else,” said 
Khan Zaman. “T’ll race you to that old 
thorn tree.” 

So the days and months passed. Every 
day John would pray for his friend and 
playmate, Khan Zaman. 

“Mother,” he would ask, “why doesn’t 
Khan Zaman love the Lord Jesus? Every 
day I ask God to make him a Christian, 
but he keeps saying, ‘No, I’m a Moham- 
medan.’” 

“Just keep on praying, son,” his 
mother would say. “We hope some day 
he will let Jesus come into his heart.” 

“Then I’ll be very happy,” said John. 

But something very unexpected hap- 
pened. John became very sick, and one 
day Jesus took him to Heaven. It was a 
sad, sad time, for everyone loved John, 
and missed him very much. One thing, 
though, made his father and mother very 
happy. “We know John loved his Sav- 
iour,” they said, “and is with Him now, 
and will never be sick, or hurt, or 
unhappy again.” 

Khan Zaman cried when John died, 
but still he would not let Jesus come into 
his heart. 

He stayed on with John’s family, and 
learned to be a cook, a very good one, 
so was more’ useful than ever. When he 
grew older he was married. 

It is too long a story to tell here, how 
Khan Zaman’s heart was really given to 
the Lord Jesus, but one day he came to 
John’s father and said, “I want to be a 
Christian. Will you. baptize me?” 

How glad John’s father was! “We have 
waited a long, long time for this day to 
come,” he said. “Is your wife ready to 
become a Christian, too?” 

A cloud spread over Khan Zaman’s 
face. “No, Sahib,” he replied. “She does 
not want me to do this.” 

Indeed, Khan Zaman’s wife made it 
very hard for him. She did not like it at 
all that he had given up the religion of 
Mohammed. She and all her relatives, as 
well as Khan Zaman and all his rela- 
tives had always been Mohammedans. 
When Khan Zaman tried to gather his 
children together for family prayers, his 
wife would make all the noise she could 
and try to stop him. It made Khan 
Zaman very sad, but he tried to be pa- 
tient, and he kept praying for her in 
his heart. Little by little she grew quieter 
and began to listen, from a safe dis- 
tance, pretending not to. Then one day 
she said, “I, too, believe that Jesus is my 
Saviour, and I want to become a Chris- 
tian.” 7 

That was a happy day for Khan 
Zaman. It was an even happier day for 
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him, and for her, too, when he stood 
beside his wife in the little church, and 
she was baptized. 

Now Khan Zaman has a truly happy 
Christian home, where he gathers the 
family together to read God’s Word and 
pray, and sing praises to the Lord Jesus 
Christ through whom such happiness has 
come to them. 

Yes, it is Khan’ Zaman’s story, cer- 
tainly, but it is John’s story, too. For 
perhaps there wouldn’t have been any 
story at all, if John hadn’t prayed! 


Bible Lands Cruise 


HE Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, 
sailing March 6, 1957, will make port 
calls at Algeciras, Spain; Cannes, France; 
Genoa, Italy; and then will land at 
Naples for a three-day visit to ancient 
Pompeii and the beautiful Amalfi-Sor- 
rento Drive. Further port calls include 
Alexandria, Egypt; and Beirut, Lebanon, 
The group will spend ten days in and 
around Jerusalem and visit all the im- 
portant Biblical sites in that area, in- 
cluding Bethlehem, Jericho, Samaria and 
the Colony of the descendants of the 
ancient Samaritans, Jacob’s Well, Hebron 
and the Cave of Machpelah, and the 
Wheaton excavations at ancient Dothan, 
as well as numerous other sites. 


The Wheaton tours are regularly made 
up of Christians of all ages. In addition 
to the spring tour, sailing March 6, there 
is also a summer trip sailing late in June 
or early July. For a free descriptive 
bulletin, with no obligation (specify 
whether you are interested in the sum- 
mer or spring cruise), write to Dr. Jo- 
seph P. Free, Dept. S-102, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; ‘and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 











The Return of the Lord. By John F. 
Walvoord, Th.D. (Dunham Pub.Co., Find- 
lay, Ohio, $2.50.) The president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary has prepared a 
popular study of the Biblical doctrine 
of the second coming of Christ. In it, he 
deals with the teaching of the Word con- 
cerning the order of events at the Lord’s 
return, the relation of the Church and of 
Israel to Christ’s coming, and the sig- 
nificance of the happenings of our own 
day, as they are seen in the light of 
prophetic truth. Most of the chapters 


of the book were originally. preached as 
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sermons, and there is a consequent di- 
rectness in their approach, and a com- 
mendable practical emphasis is charac- 
teristic of them. Dr, Walvoord’s closing 
chapter, “Can We Have Peace in Our 
Time?” is a helpful example of how to 
preach from the prophetic portions of 
the Bible to the heart-needs of people 
today. Since earnest Christians differ 
on details of interpretation in the field 
of prophecy, it is not to be expected 
that all will agree with every emphasis 
in this book. Dr. Walvoord is a pre- 
millenarian who holds to the pre-trib- 
ulation rapture, but at the same time he 
recognizes that there is not full agree- 
ment among consecrated scholars . on 
certain aspects of the premillennial posi- 
tion, and he leaves some room for dif- 
ferences of interpretation. He also con- 
siders the amillennial position in some 
detail, and rejects it as being contrary 
to the Scriptures. 

The author has endeavored to face the 
objections that have been raised to the 
position he presents, and to show from 
the Scriptures the shortcomings of di- 
vergent views. He seeks to be fair in 
describing the position of those who dif- 
fer with him, and to judge them only on 
the authority of the Biblical revelations. 
In this connection, it is a bit surprising 
that Dr. Walvoord should seek to dis- 
miss in a rather cavalier fashion one 
of the great figures of church history 
by writing: “It [the amillennial view] 
was popularized by a Roman Catholic 
father by the name of Augustine who 
lived in the fourth and fifth centuries” 
(pp. 30, 31). Moreover, when he sug- 
gests that men are kept from a belief 
in the imminency of the Lord’s return 
“by reason of theology or unbelief” (p. 
57), he surely means that false theology 
is the barrier, rather than theology it- 
self. But apart from any objection as 
to minor details, it is to be expected 
that this book will awaken many to the 
glorious prospect of the Lord’s return, 
and stimulate them to further study of 
this great truth. : 


The Grammar of Prophecy. By R. B. 
Girdlestone. (Kregel Publications, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) A systematic 
treatment of Biblical prophecy, the pres- 
ent volume is a fresh edition of a classic 
work in the study of predictive Scrip- 
tures. Enlightening exposition is based 
on close scrutiny of word usage and 
meaning in the original languages of the 
Bible. Among the important themes 
dealt with are: the ideas of God in- 
volved in prophecy, tests of the truth of 
prophecy, prophetic forms of thought, 
recurrent prophetic formulae, the pro- 
phetic use of names, methods of study- 
ing prophecy, and the like. Here is a 
helpful guide to a clear understanding 
of many points of Biblical truth. Not 
all questions. are answered, however, 
and a clear-cut, dogmatic program of 
future events is not given. Readers 
should approach this work, not merely 
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FREE 


TRU-COLOR CATALOG 


of Fabulous 
Christmas Decoration K‘ts 





Colorful, Creative — Easy to 
Make. Specially designed for your Sun- 
day school pupils, these items make won- 
derful community fund raisers . . . for 
Christmas party gifts . . . table favors for 
church suppers! 

Here’s the handicraft angwer to your peren- 
nial class and individual Christmas project! 
Take the worry out of project planning — 
Write today for the big, new, full-color cata- 
log of Holiday Handicrafts, Yuletide deco- 
ations, orn ts, corsages, pins, earrings, 
and other much wanted holiday items. 
Nothing extra to buy. Each Holiday Handi- 
crafts’ kit contains all the necessary items in- 
cluding: ribbon, sequins, beads, leaves, balls, 
mini-Christmas bells, pins, wire, glue, ete. 
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Here are only 4 of the many exciting - 
items your pupils can create. 
A—Christmas Spirit Corsage 
Value-ful, colorful, 49c value : 
Only 20¢ (each kit) 
C—Caroleers Corsage 
“Dickens” group in bright holiday hues, 
79¢ value . Only 30¢ (each kit) 
E—Christmas Bell Earrings 
Glitter trimmed, frosty white, 69c value 
Only 25¢ (each kit) 
K—Snow Twin Pins 


Colorful, happy-go-lucky fellows 
49c value Only 20¢ pair (each kit) 





SPECIAL SAMPLING OFFER (1 to a customer) 
All 4 kits (A, C, E, K) illustrated (each in- 
dividually celloph pped) 4 kits $1.00 
postpaid, 














ACT TODAY — Write for the beautiful TRU- 
COLOR catalog and sample kits now! 


Write Dept. G 


holiday 9. handicrafts 
‘ PPD A ~ vy ‘ ) 


Ken & frank 
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‘for only THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $1 each. 


THE DAWN OF THE SCARLET AGE 
by Edgar Ainslie 


Because of the keen interest 
of readers, the series of stud- 
ies in the Book of Revelation 
published in The Sunday 
School Times has been 
brought out in book form, 
to sell for $2. 





Readers of the series have said: 

“They are so helpful in understand- 
ing this ‘Book of Mystery.’” 

“Have been a rich blessing to us, 
and serve to help us understand the 
prophetic portions of the Bible better. 
Especially is this true of the Book of 
Revelation.” 





“Am hoping that you will offer the whole series in book form so that your 
readers may be able to obtain it in convenient form for rereading and study.” 





_ HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
USS.A. dollars). 


In what better way could you show your regard and thought- 
fulness to a number of acquaintances than by making it possible 
for them to receive the TIMES? 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 


your copy. (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. . 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
825 North 18th Street - - + Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





NEW 13-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and _ 
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for confirmation of views already held, 
butyfor the learning of whatever truth 
it may teach or clarify. Read thus it 
will prove profitable. 


Prophecy and History in Relation to 
the Messiah. By Alfred Edersheim. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $3; after December 31 the price 
will be $3.75.) The publisher’s Co-opera- 
tive Reprint Library makes available an- 
the well-known “Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah.” These pages ‘pre- 
sent a powerful defense of Christianity 
in the form of the scholarly Warburton 
Lectures, delivered by Dr. Edersheim in 
the years 1880 to 1884. Here is an ex- 
tensive survey of Messianic prophecy 
in history showing the prophetic char- 
acter of the Old Testament and its ful- 
fillment in Jesus Christ. A _ learned 
apologetic for Christianity by a con- 
verted Jewish scholar, this book is in- 
deed a source of enlightening and 
strengthening information. The sincere 
seeker after truth will be richly repaid 
by a thorough study of this solid work. 


I and If Thessalonians. By William 
Hendrickson, (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $4.50.) The Thessalonian 
Epistles are here treated with scholarly 
thoroughness and spiritual warmth and 
discernment. A new work, it is a part 
of a New Testament commentary being 
written by Dr. Hendrickson. Included 
in this extensive, erudite coverage of 
these short but important Letters of the 
Apostle Paul are a translation from the 
Greek text, outlines of each main divi- 
sion of the text and,of the Epistles en- 
tire, summaries of the various sections, 
and critical notes. All this is in addi- 
tion to a careful verse-by-verse analy- 
sis, in which material on “hard” verses 
is comprehensive to the point of review- 
ing various interpretations and indicat- 
ing the author’s preferences with the 
reasons why. Since there is so much 
that is prophetic in 1 and 2 Thessalo- 
nians, members of all schools of eschatol- 
ogy will find this to be a valuable vol- 
ume, provided*that they seek more than 
neatly and dogmatically arranged sched- 
ules of future events to fit their own 
preferred views. 


The Robin Family. Grandniother Is 
Coming. Looking Out the Window. Three 
more Ding Dong Schoolbooks. By Dr. 
Frances R. Horwich and Reinald Wer- 
renrath, Jr. (Rand McNally & Co., Chi- 
cago 80; 25 cents each.) “Miss Frances” 
of Ding Dong School has made an as- 
tounding TV record with the excellent 
material she furnishes for preschool 
children. Her audience numbers in the 
millions. In addition to her TV pro- 
grams, she and the producer-director of 
the program have put into book form 
some of their most popular and best- 
loved stories for children to enjoy over 
and over again. The three here re- 
viewed bring the total to twenty. Every 
story has a purpose designed to help 
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little folks learn worth-while lessons. 
The Robin Family was written to help 
them know and enjoy the birds and to 
teach them the joy which may be theirs 
by watching their little feathered 
friends. Grandmother Is Coming pur- 
poses to lead the little folks in the family 
to an understanding of the preparations 
that need to be made for the visit of 
a loved one, and the part they can have 
in that joyous time. Looking Out the 
Window on a rainy afternoon, with 
Daddy as his playmate, was a new ex- 
perience for little Eddie, and it taught 
him to notice some very interesting 
things that he had not thought about 
before. These little books are produced 
by one of the country’s foremost edu- 
cators and are unusually attractive‘and 
worth while. 


The Epistle to the Philippians. By 
Robert Johnstone, (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) Here is 
a reprint edition of a classic commen- 
tary on Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
Most thorough and complete (nearly 
five hundred pages), this work consists 
of lectures, a revised translation of the 
Epistle, and notes on the Greek text. 
Dr. Johnstone was a professor in the 
United Presbyterian College at Edin- 
burgh. He has given students of the 
Word of God a scholarly, spiritual, stim- 
ulating exegesis that well deserves to be 
made available, as it now is, to a new 
generation of Bible readers. In addition, 
a style of expression that has literary 
merit, and practical observation and 
illustration, give this work a quality 
that is over and above the didactic mer- 
its of its pages. 


Big Wheels! Little Wheels! By Jene 
Barr. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 


6; $1.25.) Boys and girls begin to take’ 


an interest in wheels at a very early 
age. Scooters and bikes, tricycles and 
doll coaches are the first prized pos- 
sessions of a child. There are cars, buses, 
and trains to take Daddy to work, and 
airplanes to take him on a long trip. 
Shopping carts, delivery trucks, and 
Baby’s coach all need good wheels if 
they are to be any help to Mother; 
and what would we do without the fire 
engines and ambulances in times of 
need! Preschool children and _ first 
graders will be kept busy while they 
gaze at and learn about wheels—big 
and little ones. The illustrations are in 
black and white and in color, and the 
book is clothbound and has an attrac- 
tive paper jacket. 


Johnny and the Birds. By Ian Munn. 
(Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 80; $1.) 
First, a catbird fooled Johnny and made 
him think a kitten was around. Then 
a blue jay’ chased off a hawk while 
Johnny was picking wild strawberries. 
One . oring Johnny watched two robins 
build a nest, and soon after saw four 
eggs in the nest; then four little robins. 
But Mother and Father Robin scolded 
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him when they found him close to the 
nest. One snowy winter day Johnny 
and his father and mother let ten chick- 
adees into their woodshed, and they 
stayed until the snow melted and often 
ate from Johnny’s hand. But best of all 
was Johnny’s pet crow! This book for 
the wee ones is nine by twelve-and-a- 
half inches in size, contains 32 pages, 
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is illustrated in full color, and has a 
sturdy bright cover that can be wiped 
clean with a damp cloth. 


All in One Day. By Lucy Ozone. (Al- 
bert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $2.) 
Waking, dressing, washing, eating, talk- 
ing, walking, singing, running, play- 
ing, drawing, reading, praying, and 
sleeping are the normal, daily doings of. 
every child. ;,The whole story of “one 
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two facing pages. There are five to 
eight small pictures and one large one 
for each of the thirteen subjects, and 
they are just the sort of pictures that 
a little tot loves to sit and gaze at, be- 
cause they fit so completely into his 
own experience. This is a book that the 
preschool child can “read” for himself. 


The Little Sister Doll. By Laura Ban-. 
non. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6; $2.) Ann was very happy when' 
Grandmother sent her a lovely doll for 
her birthday. Mother helped her open 
the package. “Why, Ann, she looks 
enough like you to be your little sis- 
ter!” Mother exclaimed. So Ann called 
her dolly “Little Sister.” And there un- 
der the tissue paper, Grandma had in- 
cluded a_ pink-and-white party dress 
and pretty hair bows for Ann—and not 
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only for Ann, but a dress and hair bows 
just like them for Little Sister Doll! 
The birthday party that. afternoon was 
a gay affair, except for the concern over 
the mysterious disappearance of Little 
Sister. Little girls of “doll age” will 
love this story and delight in the pretty 
colored pictures. 


The Acts of the Apostles. By David 
Thomas. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) Remarkably 
complete, this commentary is a worthy 
addition to the ever-increasing list of 
classics being made available in reprint 
editions to today’s Bible students. This 
volume is a part of the publisher’s Co- 
operative Reprint Library. It contains, 
in addition to verse-by-verse analysis, 
homiletical suggestions in the form of 
expository outlines. The work is di- 
vided into one hundred and eleven sec- 
tions. Each section includes the Biblical 
text, exegesis, and at least one sermon 
outline. These five hundred pages on the 
Book of Acts (the “Second Gospel of 
Luke”) are filled with pertinent ob- 
servations and practical applications that 
will be of spiritual and stimulating value 


‘now even as they were when they first 


appeared. Their contents are timeless 
and, therefore, ever timely. 


Our Tiniest Animals. By Morton S. 
Malter; pictures by Dirk Gringhuis. (Al- 
bert Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; $1.75.) 
Penny and Denny, two little gecko 
lizards, are the tiniest of the tiny ani- 
mals portrayed in this unusual book of 
nature. They are said to be the smallest 
lizards in the world and are just a 
little over two inches long, including 
their tails. And that tail might be called 
a magic tail, for if Denny should meet 
a snake who is hungry, and it should 
be necessary for Denny to. escape in a 
hurry, he can let his tail drop. The 
snake wriggles after the tail, while 
Denny runs away and begins to grow 
another tail! The only other tiny crea- 
tures shown in this, lovely book that 
dre tinier than the little animals are 
Rippy and Pippy, a pair of dainty fairy 
hummingbirds. They are only two 
inches long. ‘These tiny birds can fly 
at the rate of fifty miles an hour, and’ 
hummingbirds are the only birds in the 
world that can fly backwards. Such 
interesting facts about each of seven 
tiny creatures are related for boys and 
girls to enjoy and so that they might 
learn more about the little creatures 
that God has so marvelously made. The 
book .is clothbound and is beautifully 





Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, ‘mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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illustrated in black and white and in 
full color. An unusual feature of the 
book is that all of the drawings are 
made in real life size. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting | 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 30 


4. Youth Ready for World Tasks 
(Eph. 6:10-20; Acts 1:8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OME of the open doors to service that 

may be found in and through our 
young people’s society was the subject 
of last week’s topic. This week, the 
fourth in the series, “Loyalty to Our 
Movement,” seeks to make us aware of 
the need for preparation and readiness 
for whatever opportunities for Christian 
service may come our way. 


se 


One of the Scripture verses assigned 
for this week’s topic outlinéS the great 
world task that the Lord Jesus left for 
His followers when He was about to re- 
turn to the Father after His life min- 
istry. We often call it the “Great Com- 
mission.” As a matter of fact, it is the 
only commission that Christ left for His 
Church. He has not given us the task 
of creating a new world order, or of 
setting up the Kingdom of God, nor of 
bringing an end to social barriers or in- 
equality, or of ushering in an era of uni- 
versal peace. Beautiful as these ideals 
are, God’s Word makes it very plain that 
they will not be realized by man’s ef- 
forts. They are utterly beyond the 
power of man, even at his very best, 
and there are many individuals in this 
old world that want no part in realizing 
such ideals. Only the personal return of 
the Prince of Peace and the establish- 
ment of His righteous and impartial gov- 
ernment upon the earth can bring lasting 
peace and equity. 


On the other hand, God has assigned 
to us the definite task of witnessing con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. He has 
given us a message to tell to the nations, 
and-where men and women will receive 
that witness and accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, then they may 
have the peace of God that passeth un- 
derstanding, they may have freedom 
from the power of sin, and may enter 
into a new spiritual world of life and 
light. 

bd 


But as we think of the magnitude of 
the task of witnessing to the uttermost 
parts, we are liable to come to the con- 
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clusion that there is not very much that 
we, as individuals, can do about it. Our 
ability is so small, our opportunities are 
limited, and our ‘little individual world 
is very circumscribed. So we are 
tempted to dismiss any sense of respon- 
sibility and conclude that this is a job 
for missionaries and denominational 
leaders. 

However, if we will read God’s Word 
carefully and conscientiously we shall 
find that, very often, He chose for His 
great purposes individuals that were not 
unusually brilliant or gifted at the time, 
but men who were willing to be obe- 
dient and to let Him pour into them the 
gifts and the courage and the ability 
needed for the tasks to which He as- 
signed them. Read about the call of 
Moses in Exodus 3 and 4, and notice how 
little he considered himself ready 
for the great assignment that God had 
for him. Read Isaiah’s appraisal of him- 
self in Isaiah 6:5. Notice what Amos 
had to say concerning his qualifications 
to be the Lord’s prophet (Amos 7:14, 15). 
Consider from what seemingly poor 
material the Lord chose His twelve dis- 
ciples, Dare any one of us say that the 
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Lord cannot use him in some way in 
carrying out the great commission? 
se 

As the second Scripture portion chosen 
for this week’s topic shows us, there is 
a definite preparation that each one of us 
may make for whatever task may be in 
the Lord’s program for us. It is a prep- 
aration that is vitally necessary wher- 
ever we are to serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and it is a preparation that only 
we can make. 

Ephesians 6: 10-20 reminds us first that 
the Christian life is a contest with some- 
thing more than, our fellow men, more 
even than contending against the weak- 
nesses and evil nature within ourselveg 
It is a war against the spiritual powers 
of evil. Therefore, it is a war for which 
we are of ourselves hopelessly inade- 
quate. We need what Paul calls here 
“the whole armour of God” if we are to 
stand up and hold our ground against 


the devices and schemes and tempta- ~ 


tions of the Evil One. 4 
ve 

Using the simile of the armor of the 
Roman soldier of his day, Paul names 
the various pieces in the order in which 
they were put on. First came the girdle, 
or belt; then the breastplate; then the 
shoes; then the shield, the strap of which 
passed over the head; and, finally, the 
helmet. These all were to insure pro- 
tection and sure footing. They gave that 
protection as long as the wearer faced 
the enemy, but they were vulnerable in 
retreat. The one weapon was then taken 
in hand—the sword—with which the En- 
emy was to be put to rout. 

We should see clearly that each of 
these pieces points to the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself who is our Righteousness, 
the Prince of Peace, in- whom is our 
faith, who is our Salvation, and who is 
the Word of God. . Thus equipped, we 
are able to meet and defeat our Enemy 
so long as we face him with prayer and 
watchfulness and perseverance. 

Are you standing in this armor today, 
ready with prayer and the Word for 
whatever assignment the Lord may have 
for you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

+) 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 24 to 30 


Mon.—Hosea 6:1-6. Return to the Lord, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come, and let 
us return unto the LORD: . for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath smit- 
ten, and he will bind us up.” Like the 
Israelites, we all need the exhortation, 
“Return unto the Lord.” We are so ab- 
sorbed in current life, and are more 
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worldly than we generally realize, so 
that the call back to first principles and 
practices of the Gospel is always in or- 
der. Our spiritual state, at best, is little 
better than that of the carnal Corinthi- 
ans. It is also not unlike that described 
by the Lord when He dictated the letters 
to the seven churches in the Book of 
Revelation. It is lamentably inferior to 
what Christ meant for us. Pray for Italy. 


Tues.—Matthew 11:25-30. 
: All Who Labor. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden.” 
The condition of the children of Adam, 
apart from Christ, is one of unrelieved 
toil and care. The Gospel announces the 
good will of God. Wretchedness can 
be changed into blessedness only by ac- 
ceptance of the Son of God as Saviour, 
Lord, and Master. Let all who feel the 
load of sin come to the Saviour right 
away. Pray for Greece. 
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as never before, Negro churches need 
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is free of income taxes. 
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Wed.—Mark 10:7-16. 
Let the Children Come. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God.” Let Christ your Saviour, in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, teach you the true value of 
a child. Let children be brought early 


* to Christ, or they will be early exposed 


to the ravages of Satan. Keep before 
them the perfect life of the boy Jesus, 
and of Timothy, who from a child was 
tutored in the Word of God. Pray for 


the Far East Broadcasting Co., Whittier; 


Calif. 


Thurs.—1 Timothy 2:1-7. 
The Invitation to All Men. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Who will have 
all men to be saved.” Always keep be- 
fore you three great facts: first, Christ's 
blood was shed for the sins of the whole 
world; second, His Gospel is for every 
creature; and third, around the throne 
of God and of the Lamb in Heaven shall 
be a multitude no man can number “gut 
of every kindred, @nd tongue, and people, 
and nation” (Rev. 5:9). For extending 
Christ’s Gospel, yield yourselves, body, 
soul, and spirit, so that Christ in you 
may make the utmost of your ransomed 
life for world-wide evangelization. Pray 
for all missionaries. 


Fri.—Revelation 21:15-27. 
The Book of Life. 


Prayer SuccesTions: “The Lamb’s book 
of life.” The “book of life” is mentioned 
seven times in the Book of Revelation. 
The great question for everyone to settle 
is this: “Is my name written there?” 
When God opens that book, will your 
name be there? Some will find it blotted 
out; others will find that it does not ap- 
pear. Make it your prayer and care 
that your name shall be there. Pray for 
the unconverted members of your family. 


Sat.—Revelation 22:1-9. 
The River of Life. 


Prayer Succestions: “A pure river of 
water of life.” Heavenly things are in- 
finitely better than earthly*things. It is 
a “better country,” holy and infinitely 
good. “Shall we gather at the river... 
that flows by the throne of God?” This 
is the river that makes glad the eternal 
City of God. Missing eternal bliss means 
having infernal woes. Pray for Carver 
Bible Institute, Inc., Atlanta, Ga, 


Sun.—Revelation 22:10-21. 
The Tree of Life. 
PraYeR SuccestTions: “The tree of 
life.” The privileges of the Christian 
life here, and in the City of God, are 
all of grace. Nore are worthy of the 
least of God’s mercies. Partake a 
little more of the blessedness of God’s 
grace in Christ here and now. You 
may have more of Heaven in your 
souls all the way thither. Pray for 
more of Heaven on your way to 
Heaven. 
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